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CHAPTER I

A STUDY OF THE LIFE OF FRANKLIN GILLETTE SMITH

The development of educatienm in the South during the past one
hundred and fifty years has been phenomenal, This great edusational
growth has bean due, in part, to the expsrimentation and exploration
by meny pioneer educators. One of these pioneer sducators iN the state
of Termessgee was Franklin Gillette Suth.

The writer of this study beam interested in the life and
accomplishments of this man while teaching at Columbia, Tennessees, A
plagw dedieated to the memory and servics of this outstanding eduoator
was looated in the entrance hall of Central High Sehool, Col unbia,
Tennesses, The hi gh sshool is presently leoated on property that at
one time belonged te "The Athenaeum,” a college foumded by Mr, Smith.

It was while living in an apartment in "The Reetory," the former
home of Franklin Gillette Smith, that the witer beoame aware of the
existence Of a private file of his materials. These materials shoul d
be preserved for posterity in the form of an orgeniged resord of lr.
Smith's |ife and his oontributions to education in the South and
partioularly tO eduoation iNn the state of Tennessee, |f was through
the courtesy of Miss Carrie B, Smith, a granddaughter of Mr. Smith,
and present ewner and occupant Of "The Rectory,” that these files were
made available,

A study of the 1957 survey Report of the Study of Higher “duca=

tion reocommended that & state colleze be established in the Pulaski=~
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Columbie area |N the near future if present enrollment trends continuel
This recommendation has inspired the writer to make a study Of the his-
tory eof higher education in that aea  The |ife of Franklin Gillette

Smith plays an important part in suoh a study.
I. THE PROBLEM

Statement of the Problem. |t was the purpose Of this study
(1) to gather the basic data eonserning the |ife of Franklin gillette
Smith and organize it INt0 a biegraphy; (2) (O determine the ocontri-
butions to sducation in the State of Temnessee Of Franklin Gillette
Smith {1797-1868); (3) %o evaluate the educational ideas land centri-
butions of Franklin Gillette Smith in the light Of current sducational
1dess end practices; and (4) to preserve for posterity a record of the
works and thoughts of a great Southern eduoater SO that a history of

Southern edusation may be mars eomplete,

Importance. af tha study. |t was believed that a systematic and
permenent rscord of Franklin Gillette Smith' ~life was warranted becauss
ha was a leader in Southern eduaatfon and his astivities formed a
significant part of' the history and development Of Southern edusation,
which is an important part of the history of eduoation in the United

States.

lpublic Higher Education in Tennessee, A Report to the Edvoa=
tion Survey Subcommittee of the Temnnessee Legislative Couneil
(Mashville: Division of Surrey and Fiseld Services, George Peabody
College far Teachers, 1957), p. 236,




The study presents materials which will show that Franklin
Gillette Smith founded one of the early Southern educational jourmals,
and thus providod a medium for commumicating regularly with patrons
and others, He shared the results of his and his staff's experiences
and observations on the whole subject of public and private education.

The study shows that Franklin Gillette Smith employed many ocur-
rent educational ideas and practices, such as: (1) to govern by rewards
instead of punishment; (2) to show that superior schools affect the
prosperity of & town; and (3) to advance the doctrine that a school
routine is not the finish but the mere commencement of an education to

be carried on in after life,
II, METHOD OF RESEARCH AND SOURCES OF DATA

The method of research used in this study was the historiscal
method. The sources of data were as follows:
A, Doouments
l, Private files of Franklin Gillette Smith., These files
are now located at "The Reotory, the former rectory
of both the Columbia Female Institute and the
Athenaeum, at Columbia, Tennessee and include:
2. School catalogues
be 8chool registers
¢. Courses of study
ds Bownmd volumes of the Guardian, a pioneer educa-

tional journal, edited by Franklin Gillette Smith



B.

C.

D,

4
@, Personal materials inoluding memoirs, letters, lec-
ture notes, eta,
f« Programs
g+ Newspaper artioles, news notices, and advertisements
h, Miscellaneous materials
2+ Books, such as:

a Sketches and Recollections of Lynchburg, Virginia,

written by the Oldest Inhabitent and published in
Richmond, 1858

b. History of Maury Cownty, by Judpe W. B, Tummer

Remains

1. "The Reotory"

2. Photographs of buildings, furnishings, students, and
teachers

3. Some furnishings, and apparatus and sclleotions wad in
soience classes

Parsonal Interviews

1 Personal interviews with Miss Carrie B, Smith and Mrs.
Fannie Louise Navis, granddaughters of Franklin
Gillette Smith

2. Personal interviews with seoond generation students of
the Athenasum

3. Interviews with other persons as needed

Correspondence



1 Correspondence with early institutiens attended by
Franklin Gilliette Smith

2, OCorrsspondsnes W th Joseph L, Wheeler, Bsngzon, Ysrmond

3 Correspondenocs With the Patent Offise, U. S, Depariment

of Commoros, Washington, D, C.
III. ORGANIZATION OF THE STUDY

The organization of this Sstudy is shiefly ohronolegiocal, The
life of Franklin (illetts Smith was divided into three main periods,

Chapter | gives the statement of the problem, the purposs of
the study, and the method of research used.

Chapter II is concerned with Franklin CGillette Smith's famly
baockground, his early life and edusation, his educational pursuits,
his teaching and preaching in Lynshburg, Virginia, his marriage, and
his move tO Columbia, Tennessee to bacoms reotor Of the Columbia
Female | nstitute.

Chapter IIT deals with & period of fourteen years iN Franklin
Gillette Smith's 1lifs, during which time he served as rector at the
Columbia Fenmal € Instituse, Colunbia, Tennesses, |t reviews some Of
the eduoational theories and philosophies Of thia early edusator as he
presented them in an early sdusational journal whioh he edited, A
dedication Of his anbitions and services to the eduweation and training
of young women led to a desision to W thdraw frem this institution and

to the founding of an establishment of his own.



1, Correspondence with early institutions attended by
Franklin Gillette Smith

2. Correspendence with Joseph L, Wheeler, Benson, Vermont

8, Correspondence with the Patent Office, U, 5. Department

of Commerce, Washington, D, €.
III. ORGANIZATION OF THE STUDY

Ths organization of this study is chiefly ochronological, The
life of Franklin Gillette Smith was divided into three main periods,.

Chapter I gives the statement of the problem, the purpose of
the study, and the method of research used.

Chapter II is concerned with Franklin Gillette Smith's family
baockground, his early life and education, his educational pursuits,
his teaching end preaching in Lynchburg, Virginie, his marriage, and
his move to Columbia, Tennessee %o become rector of the Columbia
Female Institute.

Chapter IIT deals with & period of fourteen years in Franklin
UGillette Smith's 1life, during which time hs served as rector at the
Columbia Female Instibubte, Columbia, Tennessee, It reviews some of
the educational theories and philosophies of this early educator as he
presented them in an early educational jourmal which he edited, A
dedicetion of his ambitions and services to the education and training
of young women led %o a decision %o withdraw from this institution and

to the founding of an establishment of his owm.



CHAPTER II

THE EARLY YEARS

I. FAMILY BACKGROUND

Franklin Gillette Smith was born on Thursday, December 14, 1797,
at the family home in Benson, Vermont, He was the son of Judge Chaunoey
Smith who descended in the fourth generation from the Reverend Vr,
Henry Smith, 1640, pastor of the Congregational Church in Weatherford,
Conneotiout and Hannah Brown Smith. Franklin Gillette Smith was the
fourth of six brothers, all distinguished in the annals of American
science and sprung from that sturdy race that has glven to America so
many of its historic namen.l

Chauncey Smith was the son of Asehel Smith and Agnes Gillette
Smith, e French lady. He was born December, 1766, at Suffield, Con=
necticut, but moved with his family, in 1785, to Benson, Vermont., He
was the first physician in Benson, Vermont, snd continued in aotive
praotice from 1785 to 1816, He was prominent in many other respects;
was eleocted representative in 1794 and reelected fifteen suocessive
times, exolusive of 1812; was appointed justice in 1794 and was dele-
gate to the State Constitutional Convention of 1828. He hald the
office of justice thirty-five years, and in 1817 was appointed one of

the assistant judges of the Rutland Coumty Court. He kept a tavern in

lyilliem A. Smith, "Symposium of the Smith Family" (Copy in the
private files of Franklin Gillette Smith at the "Rectory," Columbia,
Tennesses), p. 60,
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Benson, Vermont, for meny ysars, known as "The Ark," and wes a leading
and influentiel citizen, He moved from Bensoen to Granville, Wew York,
in 1833, end to Leroy, New York, the residence of his eldest son, Dr,
Chewneey P, Smith in 1836, where he died December 1, 1836,2

Asahel Smith, the grandfather of Franklin Gillette Smith, was
born November 26, 1739, in Suffield, Commsotiout, He was the son of
Ichebod and Elizabeth Stedmen Smith, and wes a first cousin of Dr,
Simeon Smith of Westhaven, Connectiout, well mown in that vieinity
for his bequest %o the town for the support of a grammar school., FHe
was a farmer, and had been & representative in the legislature of Con-
neoticut and 8 magistrate béforc moving to Vermont in 1785, He was
moderator of the town meeting at whieh the town of PBenson was organized
in 1786, and the firat of the board of selectmen eleoted at that meeot-
ing, end the first representative of the town elected to the General
Assembly, 1788, an office which he held continuously wmtil his death,
He was the first justice of the peace of the town and reappointed
wntil his death, He was a delegate o the State Comstitutional Conven=
tions of 1788, 1793 and to the Convention of 1791, at which time the
Constitution of tho-t!ni'ud States was adopted. He died at Benson,

Vermont, June 26, 1794,3

25, P, Smith snd W, 5. Renn (eds.), unm;; of Rutland Coun
(Vermont: 1886), p. 469, cited by Joseph L. eler, Benson, Vermont,
in a letter to the writer, July 22, 1959.

'I'b:ld.. ppe« 417-418.



II, EARLY LIFE AND EDUCATION

A family tradition says that Franklin Gillette Smith was studi-~
ous from his earliest years insomuch that his nurse accompanied him to
school.? He received his early education in the loeal schools at
Benson, Vermont, He excelled in his musical studies, his favorite
instruments being the flute and French horn. From an early apge he
displayed a keen interest in science and became an ingenious mechanie.
At the ege of twelve he constructed a working model of a loom embody-
ing & new prinoiple.5 Various inventions, some for which Mr. Smith
obtained patents in later years, will be discussed in & subsequent
chapter.

Frenklin Gillette Smith entered Middlebury College at Middle-
bury, Vermont, in 1813, taking the full course there, which was then
only Latin and Greek. He graduated in 1817, receiving a diploma with
a Bachelor of Arts degree. A brief bilographical record of his edu=-
oation and professional experiences may be found in the general cata=-
logue of Middlebury College.®

Monroe gives a brief accoumt of the founding end history of

Middlebury College as follows:

4smith, op. 0it., p. 6l.

SlLetter from Mrs. Fannie Louise Davis, granddaughter of Franklin
Gillette Smith, to writer, September 16, 1959,

6Letter from Marion BE. Holmes, Registrar, Middlebury College,
Middlebury, Vermont, to writer, July 23, 1959,
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Middlebury College is & nonsectarian institution, ohartered
1800, The incorporators were mostly Congregationalists of Yale
antecedents, bul the college has never had any formal ecclesias=-
tioal comneotions. Fellows are chosen for life and elect their
own succesgors without restriction. « + « The first president was
Rev, Jeremiah Atwater (Yale, 1793) who previously was principal
of the Addison County Gremmar School. « « » The first olass was
graduated in 1802, at which time the first academic degrees
bestowed in Vermont were bestowed. For ten years the work of the
oollege was done in a frame building which it shared with the
grammar school, but in 1810 Seth Storrs presented a campus, thirty
acres on an eminence of the villaege, Here the first building was
erected in 1815, and later named Painter Hall, in honor of
Gamaliel Painter, & founder and benefsctor, This building, which
is s%ill in use, is one of the best examples of early collegiate
architecture. The growth of the college was steady under President
Davis (1807=1817)e o o o

After graduating, Franklin CGillette Smith went South and taught
school in Milledgeville, Georgia, for one year. He then entered
Princeton Theological Seminary, Princeton, New Jersey, and studied
there from Jenvary to Decembor, 1820, receiving the degree of Bachelor
of Divinity. B8ince courses were much more informal in those days and
& grading system like the ones used to-day was not in existence, there
is no way to determine just what courses Mr, Smith studied while
attending Princeton Sominary.a

Monroe's account of the early history of the Seminary states that:

Princeton Theologisal Seminary was established in 1812 by the
General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the United States of

TPeul Monroe (ed.), A Cyclopedia of Tduoation {New York: The
Maomillan Company, 1913), IV, E;I

8piographical Catalogue of Primceton Theologiocal Seminary, 1815=

11832, p. 17, oited by & letter from James Pranklin Armstrong, Acting

Registrar, Princeton Theclogical Seminary, Princeton, New Jersey, to the
writer, July 30, 1969,
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America, . « » The Seminary grants no degree on the completion of
the ocurriculum. The degree of Bachelor of Divinity is conferred
for advanced werk only, end only upon graduates of theology from
this seminary or other theological schools who hold the degrees of
Bashelor or Mesater of Arts or a similar certificate.?

During the next four years, 1820~1824, Mr, Smith again taught
school in Milledgeville, Georgia, The sucocess of his teaching must
have been well kmown in his home state of Virginia, where he received
the honorary degree of A. ¥. from Hempden Sidney College in 1825.10

Monroe's account of the beginning of this small but histerie

college states that:

Hampden Sidney is situated in the wvillage of Hampden Sidney,
near Farmville, Virginla, Its begimning is found in measures
taken in 1774, by the Presbyterian Church, to establish a "publie
seminary" in Prince Edward County. The prospeotus of the Hampden
Sidney Academy declared that no secterian consideration should
influence the conduot of the school, a pledge kept throughout itas
history. The academy was opened on Jenuary 1, 1776, The name was
a memorial to the English patriots, John Hampden, and Algernon
Sidney. In May, 1783 a college oharter was secured from the
General Assembly of Virginia; among the incorporators were Patriock
Henry, James Madison, and a number of famous Virginians. . . Al

III. RETURN T0 VIRGINIA

In the year 1824, Franklin Gillette Smith returnmed %o Prince
Bdward County, Virginia end established & achool f'or boys in the old
lasonic Hall of Lynchburg. ¥r., Smith wes en eduwator of the most
advanced and liberal views and was well kmown for his unusual faculty

for imparting instruotion. He instilled in his pupils a love of

gmm' 22. ’it'. V. 35. 108“1‘}1' 1“. Gi‘h.

1lyonroe, ope oit. IIT, 214=215,
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literature, causing them to be desirous of mental culture., He advanced
the doctrine that e school routine is not the finish, but a commence-
ment of education to be carried on in after life, He was also among
the first educators who wisely governed by rewards instead of punish-
ments.l? The above theories will be discussed more fully in a later
uhnpter.

The old Masonio Hall of Lynchburg served not only for the teach=-
ing, but as the first site for the preaching of the Reverend ¥r, Smith,
He was ordained priest of the Protestant Episcopal Church, Mey 22,
1925, There was little favor in the place at that time for the
Episcopal Church; yet he continued his preaching for some years with-
out the smallest nalary.13

¥rs, Sareh Cebell, & distinguished oitizen of Lynchburg, paid
VMre Bmith the following tribute:

He was & man of great worth and purity of character exercising
at all times 'that charity which beareth all things and is not
easily provoked,' He effected much in Lynehburg. The shurch
members inoreased, and the prayer book became common throughout
that little land of worshipers in the old Masonic Hall. FHe caused
great improvements %o be made in church music and the chanta were,
under his instruction, beautifully sung with all the different

14
parts,

It was at length decided to build an Episcopal Church in Lynch=
burg. Mrs. Cabell presented the ground toc the church. The corner

stone was laid in 1825; the work progressed rapidly, and the pastor

123arah Cabell, Sketches and Recolleotions of Lynchburg
(Richmond: C, H., Wymne, publisher, 1868), ps 176.

131p4d., p. 178. 141p44., p. 181,
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aided the construction by liberal donations, Thus, St. Paul's Chursch,
in Lynchburg, was built and the church was fully established in Lynch-
burg. The first Episcopal Convention in upper Virginia was held in
this new church during the month of May, 1826. A great conocourse of
people assembled at this time in Lymehburg, while the large body of lay
delegates mede a strong impression on the good people of the town. Mr.
Smith served as rector of St., Paul's Episcopal Church from 1824 to
1838, 15

In the year 1829, the Reverend Mr. Smith established a school
for girls in Lynchburg., A few years later, on May 29, 1833, he
married Sarah Ann, the second daughter of Henry Davis, a hardware mer-
chant of Lynchburg. She was a descendant of Samuel Jordan, who, early
in the seventeenth century sailed to America in the ship "Vexed Boethes,"”
Mrs. Smith was an accomplished musician and scholar in her own right,
and this marriage resulted in 2 much enlarged school. It was said by
many to be the best school ever kmown in Lynchburg.

The school of the Reverend Mr, and Mrs. Smith continued %o grow,
and meny qualified teachers were provided, While it was in full oper-
ation, the Reverend Mr, Smith was urgently solicited by the Rt., Rev.
Bishop Otey of Tennessee to take charge of a literary institution in
Columbia, Tennessee.

The Episcopal Church at Columbia, Tennessee, with the liberal

aid of the citizens, erected the Columbia Female Institute. Having

151bid., p. 182.
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heard of the great esteem and oconfidence bestowed on the Reverend Mr.
Smith as a teacher, scholar, clergyman and gentleman by the vestry of
St. Paul's Episcopal Churech, Lynchburg, Virginia, and of the great
success of both Mr, and lMrs. Smith as teachers, the churoh in Columbia
presented such inducements as to cause them to leave Lymohburg, This
move was made to the regret of their many friends and parishioners in
Virginia, A series of resolutions of a most respectful nature was
drawn up by the congregation of the church and by meany oitizens of the
town.18® The following excerpts are representative of the feelings of
his patrons, friends, and vestrymen:

His profound and varied acquirements in all the departments of
learning, his felicitous menner of imparting instruction, religious,
moral, end intellectual, and his long experience in teaching, con-
nected with a strikingly kind and affectionate manner in the manage=-
ment of his pupils preeminently qualify him for the station %o which
he is called, and inspire undoubting confidence of his entire
success,.l

® % & » & & @ 5 & 2 B & # 8 0 B O » B ° & & ¢ " & & & & @ B & s 2 @

Resolved, unanimously, that in consenting to sever the relations
so long subsisting between the Rev. F, G, Smith and the vestry of
S8ts Paul's Church ., . « they must be permitted to say that they
entertain the umshaken confidence in his wmaffected pilety as a chris-
tian, his excellence as & minister, and his great moral worth as a
MENe o o »

@ & ® & e & S & @ W & S ¥ O & A B E S BT B & 8 B S 2 e B s P 0" s &

The undersigned patrons of the Rev. F, G. Smith's admirably con=-
duocted school in Lynchburg, give expression te the common feelings

161pid,, p. 183,

17rirst Annusl Catalogue and Gensral Information of the Columbia
Female Institute, Columbia, %ﬁnoueo (Columbia: Je. Hs Thompson, printer,
1838), p. 3, citing extracts from an editorial in The New York Church-
man, Maerch 17, 1838, p. 25.
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of their fellow citizens when they say that they part from him with
no ordinary reluctence . . + a3 a Teacher, as a Minister of the
Gospel, and as a Citizen, he has been most assiduous, faithful,
exemplary, and useful. In the capacity of en Instructor, particu-
larly, his untiring industry, his great personal and peowmiary
saerifices, his diversified snd profound acquirements, and his
singular devotion to the duties of his arderous and responsible
profession, have elicited the warmest approbation of all who are
acquainted with his laborious and successful exertion to promote
the advancement of his pupils both in Literature and Christian
lMorals,18

IV, THE JOURNEY TO COLUMBIA, TENWESSEE

In the fall of 1837, Mr, Smith left Lymchburg, Virginia, for
Columbia, Tennessee, with his family in a carriage and his school
apparatus and furniture in wagons. Records are not available of this
trip, but a deseription of such a trip is tekenm from a memorial sketch
written in honor of Mr, Smith's ome humdredth birthday and was described
| in the following manner:

i In those days, to us so primitive, there were no railroads. The
journey from Lynchburg to Columbia had to be made in private con=-
veyance or by stagecoach, WNo wonder, therefore, that the father
exercised his enxious care over the travelers, A trip around the
world is soarcely so serious an affair nowadays. How little do we
know, in these days of rapid transit and comfort in traveling, of
the forethought and management necessary to a journey 100 years
agol! And yet there was a charm about it that we do not know now,
How the memories awake, as of a far off dream, those drives along
shaded comtry roads, lunches beside cool streams or springs, remem=
bered as hospitable halting places from year to year, looked for by
youmg and old, and when reached, weloomed, like the face of am old
friend. The stretohing of oramped limbs, by the run ahead, while
the horses wore bsing watered, dashes into the thiocket for wild
flowers, which wore richer hues than those we now gather, and when
the last rays of the setting sun turned the blue of the mowntains
inteo a royal robe of purple, the gathering of the now weary

lsrbido s Pe 36.
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travelers as a wayside lodging house, where though umexpeoted, a

hearty welcome and a "beat biscuit" with fried ohicken were ocertain
luxuries,19

SUMMARY

Chapter II has been devoted to the ancestry and early years of
Franklin Gillette Smith. It was thought that his early educational
end religious training and experiences were important because they
resulted in a call to become rector of the Columbia Female Institute in
| Columbia, Tennessee. Chapter III will relate the experiences of Frenklin
Gillette Smith over a period of fourteen years as rector of the insti-

tute,

19ews article in the Columbia Herald, December 17, 1897,




CHAPTER IIIX
FOURTEEN YEARS AT COLUMBIA FEMALE INSTITUTE

This chapter will tell of the arrival of Franklin Gillette
Smith and his family in Columbia, Tennessee from Lynchburg, Virginia,
and of his great disappointment on finding the institute building
wmfinished, An account will be given of his earnest and diligent
endeavors to get his school ready for opening in a few weeks and of
his ocontinued efforts to make it one of the outstanding schools for

girls in the South.
I, A GREAT DISAPPOINTMENT

The Hon, James Thomas, & former law partner of James K. Polk,
wrote thet Franklin Gillette Smith and his family arrived in Columbia,
Tennessee, in the fall of 1837, and found, to the great disappointment
of the new rector, en wnfinished building. The contractor for build-
ing the institute had failed. The rooms were in their rough state,
not plastered; not even steps were erected by which the building could
be conveniently entered, The institute was also greatly in debt,

Under such discouragement almost any man would have given up
the enterprise, but Franklin Gillette Smith went to work with untiring
industry end energy. His school was advertised to open in a few

weeks as a boarding school as well as a day school, Out of his private

ljames Thomas, "A Biographiocel Sketch," The Columbia Gazette,

1866.
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means, he aided in completing the building, enclosed the grounds, and

opened his school as lohoduiod.a
II. EARLY HISTORY OF THE COLUMBIA FEMALE INSTITUTE

The Columbia Pemale Institute, as it was first called, was
founded in 1835 by Leonidas Polk, subsequently Bishop of the Diocese of
Louisianea, and James H, Otey, Bishop of the Temnessee Episcopal Diocese.
It became a chartered institution in February, 1836, but was not com=-
pleted until 1838, The completion of the building and its early sucocess
was due largely to the Rev, Mr, Franklin Gillette Smith and his esti=-
mable wife, Sarah Ann Davis Smith., He served as rector and principal
of the Columbia Female Institute from 1838 to 1852,%

The institute was noted not only for its quickly established
reputation as a progressive and scholarly institution of learning, but
for its striking and beautiful Gothic architecture as well, The build=-
ing was designed by Messrs. Drummonds and Lutbterleok, architects of
Heshville. An idea of its impressive appearance may be gained in part
from the following desceription:

e » +» The general effect of the exterior is imposing from its

magnitude and its just proportions. . . . ‘he selection and exeocu=-
tion of the decorative parts of the facade exhibit the classical

teaste of the architects and their judicious adherence to the estab-
lished Gothic architeoture. . . .«

21pid.

_ SCentury Review, Maury County, Tennessee, A condensation of the
Most Important Events of the fast One Humdred Years, and Descriptive
Sketches of the Cities and Villages (Columbia: Auspices of the Board of
Mayor and Aldermen, 1906), p. 22.
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The front is & north exposure 120 feet long, inocluding Octagonal
Towers at the corner, eleven feet in d:lmtori which rise one story
above the building and terminate in <%urrets.

Another indication of the widespread attention given to the
striking architecture of the Columbia Female Institute is shown by a
reference made to its castle~like appearance by Mark Twain:

¢« « « Here is a picture from the advertisement of the "Female

Institute” of Columbia, Tennessee. . . . The Institute has long
been favored as a model of striking and beautiful architecture.
Visitors are charmed with its resemblance to the old castles of
song end story, with its towers, turret walls, and ivye-mantled
porches.

The site seleoted for the location of this imposing structure
wes a beautiful hill, half a mile west of the Public Square of Columbia,
Tennesses., The Columbia Female Institute cocupied the center of a four
acre lot, and was surrounded by many beautiful trees., This space
afforded sufficient room for the reereation of the pupils while umder
careful observation of their tutoress. Suitable plots were assigned or
made available to the young ladies for oultivation of flowers and orna=

mental plants, and provided opportunity for exercise so necessary to

the continuation snd improvement of their health,®

“ﬂrlt Annual cgmom and General Information of the Columbia
Pemale Institute, Columbia, Tennessee (Columbia: J. He Thompson,
printer, lm. p.—f. ‘

Syark Twain, Life On The Mississippi (London: Chatto and Winduse,
Picoadilly, 1883), pe. 570,

6rirst Annual Catalogue, op. Site, p. 3.
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Great stress was placed on the importence of healthful surrowmnd=-
ings, consequently the heelthful loocation of the school was used as an
additional factor in advertising the Columbie Pemele Institubte, The
first catalogue referred to this advantage in the following manner:

The belief is cherished that there is not in the wmion a place
more fully exempt from disease of every kind then the town of
Columbie, The Institute, moreover, enjoys an airy site, with no
sunken grounds, stagnant water, or any other loocal cause of dis-
ease, anywhere near it, or in all this region of oountry.7

The feeling of the public in general toward the heelthful con=

dition of that locality is alsc expressed in the Century Review:

The seasons here are void of the continued bitter cold of the
North or the monotonous relaxation of the Gulf States, The
salubriousness, with the cedar breezes from Maury Cowmty hills,
mekes a stay at the Institute as health piving as a sanitorium,
and will keep it well filled with boarders,.®

I11I. TRUSTEES OF THE COLUMBIA FEMALE INSTITUTE

The Columbia Female Institute was governed by a Board of Trustees,
who had a personal interest in the success of the school. They were
well aware of the high public as well as personal responsibility
entrusted to them; they looked to parents, guardians, and the general
public for the emcouragement, cooperation, and confidence needed to
carry out their plans, 1In general, the object and intention of this

newly chartered schoel was %o provide the meens of acquiring a thorough

T1bid,

8Contury Review, op. ¢its, p. 23.
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educetion which would promote the interest of loaiity and contribute to
individual happiness.

The first Board of Trustees were:

The Rev. Leonidas Polk, President of the Board

Evan Young, Esq. James Walker, Esq.

8+ Ds Frierson, Eaq. George G, Shipwith, Esq.
Peter R. Booker, Esq. Hillary Langley, Enq§
Patrick Maguire, Esq. Lueius J. Polk, Esq.

IV. RULES ESTABLISHED BY THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES

The governmment of the pupils was desizned %o be striotly parental,
moral and religiou:, in its character. Obligations were laid as the
foundation of all of the details of discipline, The rules established
by the Board of Trustees were given in quite detailed form for clari-
fication of school policies for parents, teachers, and pupils. The

first publication of these rules stated that:

l. The business of each day will be begun auﬁ closed with
religious exercises, during the performance of which no
pupil or teacher is to enter or leave the classroom,

2+ A roll of the names of pupils will be called every morning
and evening, and the absentees registered,

3. Any pupil absenting herself from recitation will be called
on to render an exocuse to the teacher under whose parti-~
cular instruction, for the time being, she may be. The
teacher is to be the judge of the validity of the excuse
rendered,

4. No pupil will be permitted during school hours %o engagze in
conversation, or to leave her room without the permission
of a teacher, WNoisy and boisterous conduct is forbidden
at all hours in the school room.

9First Annual Catalogue, op. 8its, ps 6.
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6+ The studies will be prescribed to the pupils by the teacher,
and any pupil desiring to be excused from any appointed
exercise must bring a written request, to that effect, from
her parent or zuardian,

6. A% all examinations, each pupil will be required to be pre=-
pered on all the studies of her olass; and no pupil will
be excused from examination, except for such reasons as
shall appear satisfeotory to her teacher.

7« YNo pupil of the Institute will be allowed during the session
to atbtend a publio ball or party: a vioclation of this rule
will be followed by dismissal from the school,

8. Each pupil will be required to attend the worship of Ged on
Sunday. Parents and guardians are respectfully requested

to designate the place to which they wish their children or
wards to attend.

9¢ The demeanor of the pupils is expected to be at all times
kind and respectful te their teachers and companions. Vio=
lations of this rule will be followed by private or publie
- admonition, and even temporary suspension from the school,
according to the nature of the offense.10
Partioular attention was paid to the formation of genteel and
dignified manners in the education of the young ladies at the institute,
The Board realized that their objeotives could not be accomplished with=

out the aotive eand faithful cooperation of parents and guardians,
V. TEACHERS OF THE COLUMBIA FEMALE INSTITUTE

Reference to the qualifications of Franmklin Gillo‘bto Smith as an
ou‘buhndihg educator hes been made in a previcus chapter. Letters of
testimony continued to be received by him and his superiors commending
him for his past services and congratulating him on his appointment as

rector of the Columbia Female Institute. The following testimonial

IOIbido. pe 7o
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exemplifies the constant expressions of many well-wishers and stresses
in particular the qualifications of the new rector:

Richmond, Va,, April 10, 1838
Rev, and Dear Sir:

I congratulate you on youreleotion to the Reotorship of the
Pemale Institute at Columbia, Tennesses, while I felicitate
Bishop Otey and the Institute upon the occasion of such an
acquisition. By constitution, as I conceive, a disciplinarian,
improved by many years experience in the triple duties of
governing, teaching, and commumicating instruction to the young,
with the benefit of a well established reputation as an academio
instructor, aided by the respect and deference which your address,
your sacred character, your love of science and attainments in
it, are naturally caloulated o inspire,=-you have, I think, the
feirest prospeset of usefulness and success. Feeling deeply the
9 surpassing importance of Female Education, under the auspices of
F enlightened, competent and pious instruotors, and having full
' oonfidence in your qualifications and dispositions, I am thank=-
ful at your advancement, and pray that Heaven may make you
instrumental in raising up, amid the beautiful socenery of the
West, and in great numbers, the more glorious living forms of
intellectual and moral beauty.

Desiring %o be respectfully presented to Mrs. Smith,
Mr, and Mrs. Polk, and your excellent Bishop.

I remein, dear Sir,
Your friand and brother in Christ,

A, mpi.

Mrs. Smith's success as a teacher of music had been highly recog-

nized and she was elected to assist her husband in that capacity. The
first published list of teachers were:
The Rev. Franklin Gillette Smith, A. M., Rector

Urse Fo Ge Saith. Musioc
¥rs, Varren, Matron

1lpirst Annual Catalogue, op. oit., oiting & testimonial letter
from the Rev. Adam Empie, D. D., Rector or of St, James' Church, Richmend,
Va., and formerly President of William and Mary College, Williamsburg,
Va.
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» First Assistant Tubtoress

Miss Warren, French and Music

Miss Holmers, Drawing, Painting and Fanoy VWork

Wiss Winsor, Pestalozzian or Primary Department

Miss Stewart, Plain NWeedle Viork

Bishop Otey will deliver Lectures on the Evidences of
Christianity, on Ethics, and on Mental Philesophy,
ineluding Rhetoric, Logic and Criticism.l

VI. COURSE OF INSTRUCTION

The general course of instruction of the Columbia Female Insti-
tute was chiefly literary and scientifiec, The studies of the younger
pupils were so arranged as to challenge the full development of the
faculty of memory with adaptations of the study to develop the powers of
judgment end reflection., The fundamental branches of edusation (namely,
reading, writing, arithmetic, gremmar, geography, history, and compo-
sition) were continued throughout the whole course. Needle work was

also taught in every department,

It may be noted that a Pestalozzian or primary department was
listed. Such a department would carry out a method of intellectual
instruction introduced by Johann Heinrich Pestalozzi, a Swiss educa-
tional reformer, The idea of the Pestalozzian system was that every-
thing should be treated in a conecrete way, He advanced the theory of
dnvalopiﬁg the powers of perception by using objects as the subjects of
lessons. The object method of teaching was one of his mesin contri-

butions to American education, but another one dealt with the natural

121p34a,
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development of the child, Ie bél:lavod that the natural instinets of the
child should provide the motives for learning and instruetion rather
than continuous preodding end compulsion, Ancther belief was that a
cooperative and sympathetio attitude toward discipline was far more
effective then physical pumishment. In sueh & way the instruction of
the ohild eould be adapted o his own imnate ebility,lS

In the teaching of reading, great stress was placed on the use
of the superior flexibility of the female voice to master the art., It
was believed that a young lady possessed both a physical and moral
advantage over the male sex in her ability to comprehend a writer's
meaning,

Orthography was considered to be a subject needing the earliest
attention and to be studied throughout one's formal period of edusation,
It was believed that the great number of eanomalies in the spelling of
our language could not be learned without great emphasis on this study.
Particular notice was given to the deviations from the Johnsonian
standards, which were being senctioned by the good writers of that day,
It may be well %o recall thaet Samuel Johnson oompiled the first diec-
tionary of the English language, which is to-day looked on with little
more than literary curiosity.

Writing was an important part of the daily lesson, As soon as

an easy command of the pen was acquired, the use both of copies and

_ 13R, Freeman Butts and Lawrence A. Cremin, A History of Eduos-
tion in American Culture (NWew York: Henry Holt and Company, 1953), pe
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ruled lines was dispensed with, The pupil's attention was then devoted
to the formation ef a hand that would be mest useful in future life; a
chief aim being to perfect a true parallelism in the lines, without the
use of artifiocial aids.

English grammar was recognized as a study requiring much time
and labor to be thoroughly understood. It weas believed that the young
pupil, though not able to exercise great refleetion, would be able to
develop her memory without too much difficulty. Therefore, most of the
works studied were full and original, rather than abridgments.

If a girl showed considerable progress in English grammar and
parsing, a portion of her time was used in the study of Latin grammar
end some of the easier works in that language. A study and elementary
knowledge of that langueage from which so large a portion of ours is
derived was considered quite profitable in the process of training the
- mental faculties,

The studies of arithmetic and geography were often looked on
with repugnance in female schools, but this feeling was successfully
overcome by arranging the pupils in small classes. They were always
considered social studies. WMaps were not only referred to, but studied,

Belles-lettres, as a study of elegant writings, was considered

important from a point of learning to comprehend and appreciate some of
the finer models of composition, A commencement in this line of study

was quite often made with a study of the Beauties of the English Poets.

Select portions of such works were committed to memory. The works of
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#Milton, Pope, and Thomson were studied and were oconsidered essential to
the proper development of & aulturali taste for literature.

The lectures on religion end morals delivered by Bishop Otey were
extended through a term of three years,

The rector delivered lectures before the whole institute each
Tuesday and Thursday at 11:00 o'clook, A. iis The junior department was
examined on the subjects of each leoture by the tutoresses, while the
senior department kept notes recording the propositions, observations,
experiments or illustrations, on which they af'terwards recited to the
rector.

At the close of each session & thorough examination was held
on all the studies of the term, wnder such regulations as the Board of
Trustees prescribed, and in the presence of judges appointed by them.

The relatives of pupils, teachers, the Reverend Clergy, the Trustees,

the visitors and others by invitation of the rector, were admitted to

the examinations. Awards were made te those yowng ladies who excelled
in the performence of musie, reading and in composition, consideration
being made to the different ages of the aspirsants. Other awards were
made by the rector for high scholastic achievement according to the
marks of the school register.

Any young lady whose examinations had been well sustained and
who had completed the course of literary and scientific instructions in
the institute was honored with the gold medal of the institute as one

of :_Lts gndmtu.u

14Pirst Annual Catalogue, ops eit., pp. 15-19.
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The aim of the institute seemed to be direoted toward inspiring
in all of its members & love of and diligence in study. The best aids
to all the possible zeal and industry of each individual were offered,
but great care was taken not to injure the youthful mind with too much
assistance, A theory advanced in the first catalogue stated that:

The Institute knows nothing of a "royal road to learning.,” It

has no faith in an ert being taught in six lessons, or a language in
twenty-foure « « »

Learning is an acquisition; it is neither nature's endowment nor
the teacher's; the pupil must put forth her own energies, or the
bright jewel will never be hers,l5

VII. DEVELOPMENT OF SOCIAL GRACES

Meny opportunities for developing the social graces were afforded
the young ladies of the Columbia Female Institute.

8chool concerts were held at the end of each school session for
the purpose of showing to what degree of efficiency the pupil had
attained in a given area, It was felt by the administrators that pupils
would exert themselves with more industry in a study if they kept before
their mind the necessity of appearing before their schoolmates, relatives
end friends at the end of each uuion.m

An outstanding event of those early days was a reception on the
institute grounds for ex-president Andrew Jackson in the year 1840, He

was on his way to visit Vrs. Jackson's niece, Mrs, Lucius Polk, at

151bid,
187he Guardiem, Vol. IV, No. I (Jenuary 15, 1844), p. 10.
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Hamilton Place, betwsen lit, Pleasant, Tennessee and Columbie, Tennessee,
He was accompanied on this trip by the novelist, Paulding. Two girls
wore selected to present flowers to Jackson and Paulding,l7 Many other
distinguished persons visited the institute while Mr, Smith served as
its rector. In 1842, he had the honor of entertaining ex-president
Martin Van Buren, as a visitor to his schools This visit was long
remembered by the pupils and by citizens of Columbia, as woll.ls
Another event of great social importance was the visit of the
young ladies of the Columbia Female Imstitubte to see President James K.
Polk, who was visiting his mother, Mrs. Samuel Polk, in Columbia,
Tennessee. It might be recalled that James K, Polk moved with his
family to Temnessee from North Carolina in 1806, After graduation from
the University of Worth Carolina, he returned to Columbia and started
the practice of law, whioh he continued, except for some interruptions
due to polities, until his eleotion as president in 1845, From James K
Polk's diary an account of the visit from Reotor Smith, his teachers,
and pupils, is given:
Tuesday 10th April, 1849
+ « » About 2 o'clock P, M. Rector Smith of the Female Institute
at this place with his assistant teachers and nearly 200 young

ladies and little girls made a formal call in procession and arrang-
ing themselves in front at my mother's door. Miss Brown, the

1%y, B, Turner, History of Meury County (Nashville: Parthenon
Pr.... 1955)' pi 152¢

18Heon, J. H. Thomas, "Biography of Franklin Gillette Smith,"
The Columbia Herald, December 17, 1897.
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daughter of Ex. Governor A, V. Brown, made & beautiful complimen=-
tary address to Mrs. Polk. W¥rs, Pelk thanked her and requested me
to respond to the address on her behalf and I did so. The teachers
and young ladies were presented individually to Mrs. Polk and
myself end shook hands with us, It was an interesting and inspire-
ing eorammy-m

The Columbia Female Institute became widely lmown as an oubt-
standing literary institution. An example of such recognition and
interest may be showm by a letter that James K. Polk wrote in the
interest of a friend to Rector Smith in 1842 requesting informetion
regarding tuition, board, and other f0e8.20 This letter is reproduced
on page 31.

Many other ideas of social interest and eultural aspect may be
obtained from a study of the Guardian, an educational magazine pub-

lished by Franklin Gillette Smith.
‘ VIII. THE GUARDIAN

The Guardien was a literary publication begun in January, 184l.

The first volume was printed at the office of the Columbia Observer by

As M, Kerr, for Franklin Gillette Smith, editor and proprietor. The
primary objective of this publication was directed toward the interest
of the school, but its subject matter covered a wide field. It was
filled wi‘éh the choicest literature and was widely circulated. Thus, a

medium for commumicating regularly with patrons and others was provided,

19Tumor.v ops cit., pp. 261-62,

20¢opy of letter written by James K. Polk to F. G. Smith in July,
1842, (Copy taken from files of Miss Carrie E, Smith.)
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Reotor Smith shared the results of his and his staff's experiences and

observations on the broad subject of public and private oduontion.al

Two thousand copies of the first edition of the Guardien were
printed, but did not supply the demand. A request was made to the
f agents of the Guardian to preserve their specimen copies for the use of
subscribers so far as could conveniently be done.
A detailed account of the general format of the Guardian wes
printed in the third issue, and stated:

+ « ¢ Pledged that pages be compaotly filled - Use of small type
= We were urged in arranging the details of our proposed work to
‘adopt the octavo form, and the larger type usually found on such
pages; the circumstance, however, of the quarto form - with the aid
of narrow ocolums and a small yet clear type, enabling us to avoid
a wasteful margin and %o present so greatly inoreased a quantity of
matter to our readers, left us at no loss in deeiding this question.

The readers of the "Guardian" should wnderstand that its sixteen
pages conbtain largely more than any monthly magazine published in
this country at three dollars a year, It is a form, too, quite as
convenient for use, or for preservation in a bound volume, as if
its pages were only half their actual size. As a matter of course,
each annual volume of the "Guardien" will be accompeanied with a
Title page, and en Index of the most important articles.

A caloulation study of sixteen pages of the "Guardien" was made
with thet of a monthly magazine of thirty-twe pages octavo, accord-
ing to the rules observed by printers., One number of occtavo maga-
zine at §3 a year, printed in the usual style of such works, was
found %o contain 70,870 ems; while the lst number of the “"Guardien,”
at $1,50 a year was found to comprise 105,000 ems, - a striking
proof- of the superior advantage of our plan of publication.22

2lgoodspeed's Histo of Tennessee (¥ashville: Goodspeed Publish=
ing Company, 1886), Vol. s Do .

227he Guardian, Vol. I, No, 8, March 1, 1841, p. 44,




33
An interesting ascownt of the many difficulties encountered in
the publicetion of such & magazine as the Cuardisn in the 1840's is
given in the following excerpt:

In 1842, Columbia, Tennessce was only a small inland town of
scarvely a thousand inhabitants. . . . Merchandise consigned from
¥ew York, Boston, or Philadelphia to this place was sent by ocean
ships to New Orleans, thence up the Mississippi, the Ohioc and
Cumberland rivers to Nashville eand then transported on wagons. A
"oountry” printing office could not afford to keep a sufficient
amount of type on hand for so large a publication, and speecial
type as well as paper had to be purchased in Cincinmati for the
magazine, which could scarcely be expected in less than three
weoks after the order was mailed; all of the printing was done
on an old "Franklin" press while the folding, stitching, binding,
end mailing was attended tc in Mr., Smith's school family. « &
It wes never necessary for lr. Smith to resort to any of the
devices of Tem Sewyer to get his work done, for places in the
"sharmed eircle" were always a premium; even the children who
were too smell to "fold or stiteh, ” wouléd engage pleces for deys
in advance if for nothing more thanm to "snuff the candle.” ( Those
were days before our coal oil lamps, and Columbia could not boast
of gas works.)

This brief account shows in pard the great difficulties that
had %o be surmounted in publishing & magazine about a hundred end
twenty years ago, as compared with facilities the editor and pub-
lisher enjoys today, with his telegraph and telephone, rapid mail
service, express %rains, air express, and the wonderful printing
devices available,

The Nashville Whig oontained the following editorial remark

ooncerning the Guardians

The Proprietor and prinecipal Editor is the Rev. F. G. Smith,
the Rector of the Institute, whose abilities as a popular writer,

237he Athenaeum Collegiate Magazine (Successor to the Guardiem),
Vols. I, No. 6, March 1892, pp. 2=8. -
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Judging from the numbers of the "CGuardian" whioh have reached us,
are fully equal to the new and interesting task he has assumed in
its publication, The chief purposes of the work, as its title
imparts, is the advancement of the cause of letters, irrespective
of sect or party. As a journal of polite literature, it will vie
with some of the best publications of the North, while in
graphical execution it is every way creditable to Tennessee. 4

The Guardian of the "forties" was favorably compared with the

popular magazines such as Harpers, Century, Atlantie, Seribners, and

others of some fifty years later. It enjoyed in its early years &
wide subsoription, not only throughout the southern, but in the northe-
ern and eastern states, and a few from England and Seotland, 28

In a Prospectus for a new volume of the Guardian for the year
1844, the editor stated that eny well-written literary contributions
on any subject would be acknowledged., He especially urged, however,
original writings on educational topies pertaining to colleges and
high schools that were not confined to femsle education exclusively.

He further stated that:

The character of the Selections introduced into the "Guardian"
will consist chiefly of Reviews from the best Foreign and American
periodicals, and will keep our readers well advised on the most
interesting topies, both in Literature and the Sciences, that
oooupy the attention of the learned in our age,26

The eirculation of the Guardian increased greatly. Some idea

of the wide circulation mey be obtained from a free subscription list

published in 1844 which embraced:

247ditorial in the Nashville Phig, May 4, 1841,

257he Athenaeum Collegiate Magazine, loc, cit.

26The Guardian, Vol. IV, No. 3, May 15, 1844, p. 79.



1; 1, All those contributors whose favours are always accepted and
[ inserted as a matter of course.

2. Contributors to the Library or to the Mineralogiocal Cabinet.
8« Such olergymen residing in Florida, South Alabama, Missis-
sippi, Louisiesna and Arkensas, as the Editor supposes to
feel an interest in the diffusion of correct views on all
Educational subjects.
4. Booksellers,
6. All persons receiving specimen copies of this Joumtl.”
The success of the Guardian continued while Mr, Smith served as
rector of the Columbia Female Institute, and after his withdrawal from
the institute he used this medium for informing his patrons and public
in general on school affairs and other topics of current interest,

Further discussions on the Guardisn will be given in the chapter deal=-

ing with the subsequent period of Franklin Gilletbte Smith's life.

IX., EDUCATIONAL THEORIES ARD PHILOSOPHIES

It might be well to review briefly the state of the growing
American republiec at this time along with the development of education
in the nation.

By the 1840's the great task of creating a new political system
based on -the equality of man had been accomplished, Americans had now
securely established the independence of their country and had made a
living reality of the prineiples of democracy. The way of life for

the mass of the people was being transformed from the inevitably rough

27the Guardien, Vol. IV, No. 3, May 15, 1844, p. 79.
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uncouthness of pioneer conditions into the easier, more intelligent,
more cultured, and more civilized way of living which the inoresse in
population, the opening up of new resources, and the accumulation of
woalth made possible.?® It was during this period that Horace Memn
resolved that the common people should be given = grip on education.

The cause of education in the South was still in its infancy and
those who could afford it sent their children to private schools. It
appears that Franklin Gillette Smith, though affiliated with a private
institution, was quite in accord with the views of Horace Mann as
expressed in the following article taken from the Cuardian:

School Order: Means 9}_‘_ Prnurving_Ij_s_

Let us recognige the efficiency impacted to the system of common
school instruoction in the Worthern and Eastern States, The state
of VNew York has long enjoyed the enviable reputaticn for the per-
fection of her educational arrangementse--the excellence of which is
greatly due to the labours of the late Freneis Dwight, Esq., of
Albany. Mr. Iwight for some years edited the Distriet School
Journal, a work full of information about the laws of New York in
reference to common schools, and the practical application as well
as the results of those laws,

The general system of Massachusetts has also for many years
past had a public organ for its exposition, the Common School
Journal, edited by Horace Mann, REsq., of Boston.

To both of these educational journals we feel ourselves under
great obligation, We can truly say that any number of either has
seldom failed %o give us some veluable suggestions., The pages of
our Guardian have frequently been graced with extracts from them.
¥o one engaged in the business of teaching, can read them without
being both interested and profited. The subjeet of Common Schools
is now oommanding a larger share of public attention throughout

28gpover Clark, "Horace Mann and the Wation,” The Civie Leader,
A publication of the Civie Education Service, Vol, IV, Wo. 8
(Washington: 1938), p. 1.
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the state of Tennessee than ever before., Our people, as well as
our legislators need more light on this momentous subject; and we
venture most respectfully, %o suggest both to citizens and repre-
sentatives, that the dear-bought experience of older States may not
be without its practical use to us in modelling a common school
system adapted %o our own conditions and wants, Why should it be
thought derogatory to a public man to possess some sound and practi~
cal information on svery subject that must be influenced by his
votes?29

The influence of Rousseau (1712-78) was not immediately felt in
the 18th century, but his belief that formalism should give way to a
natural treatment of the child made an indelible impression on the
educational progress of the 19th century. He advocated that training
be adapted to age and individuality.

Pollowing Rousseau came Pestalozzi (1746-1827), a Swiss educa-
tional reformer, who preached that each ohild must be taught accord-
ing to his individual needs, interests, end abilities. Reference has
previously been made to the Pestalozzian department at the Columbia
Female Institute,C

Meny of the fundamental ideas and ideals which motivated
Franklin Gillette Smith during his service as an outstanding American
educator appeared to be influeneced and inspired by the ideas expressed
and execubted by the above noted edusators end others,

A -few brief excerpts taken from the writings of Franklin Gillette

Smith as published in the Guardian have been selected to give a glimpse

297he Guardien, Vol, V, No. 12, December 15, 1845, p. 233.

30"Education, " hoyelogodiq Americana (New York: Americana
Corporation, 1952), IX, 626-27.
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into his thinking on important issues of the day. An editorial from an
early issue states:

In one word--our "Cuardian" is a personal enterprise, the offer-
ing of a deep and engrossing interest in the improvement of our
social condition. It is controlled by no sect and speaks the
"Shibboleth" of no party. It recogniszes as a friend, a fellow
labourer, every men who strives with a pure heart and mind to do
good Yo his rece; it addresses itself to the indulgence end the
good will of the virtuous of every name, end invokes in its behalf
the countenance and astive cooperation of the learmed, the religious
and the public spirited.5!

On School Recitation he wrote:

First of all, teachers must be thoroughly acquainted, not with
any particular set of books but with the subjects they profess to
teach. They can do nothing worth speaking of, if they are not
habitual students. They must understand not merely the specieal
topic before the class but they must be familiar with the cognate
branches, It is impossible for a school to be well taught without
a reasonable supply of standard books of reference kept in some
central place, and of convenient access both for teacher and pupil.

It is vain to expect that any one teacher shall greatly excell
in all the branches of instruction attended to in a good school,
These branches will, in the natural course of things, be assigned
to different teachers; one taking charge of English Gremmar and
Analysis; another of Geography; another of Histery; another of
Arithmetic; another of Critioism and the Belles Lettres and so on.
This prinoiple of the "Division of Labour"--which is the secret
of the success of meny of the Modern Arts,--is absolutely indis-
pensable for the highest success of our literary institutions of
every grade, It has long been established in our Colleges; it
must yet be carried into every schocl taught by more than one person,
On this plan, teachers are busied only with subjects for which they
have a natural taste, and with which they may justly be expected
to exhibit, on all occasions, the most thorough acquaintance,

Recitations conducted by teachers inbred with the spirit of
their office and really at home on the subjects they profess to
teach are not very likely to be drowsy, hum=drum and uninteresting.
Every question should be addressed to the class=-not te eny parti-
cular member of it,=-that all may listen with erect ears. . .

Slgditorial in the Guardian, Vol, I, Wo. 6, June 1, 1841,
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questions will be heaped upon questions-~the immediate subject
before the class will be illustrated by the teacher's general kmow=
ledge of the branches of learning that throw light upon it. , . o

The belief that school exercises must be full of life, of cheer-

fulness, and of mental esctivity, before any large amount of literary

attainment resulted was foroefully expressed by Franklin Gillette Smith,

He believed that one had to do more than read books and listen to lec~

tures in order %o acquire intellectual habits. He believed that the

pupil must be led teo arrange the knowledge that had been communiscated

to her; to discover the conneotion of its various parts; to compare

opinions, principles, theories, and thus make that knowledge completely

her own.

33

On Telents and Genius he stated:

Who, in the same given time can produce more than others, has
vigour; who oan produce more and better, has talents; who can
produce what none else oan, has genius, 34

As regards Female Education on Christian Prineiples, he says:

On these all educations should be conduoted, Their bouyant
spirits require the calming influence of religion, to impart a
due vigour, expansion and steadiness to their minds, By a due
resort to christian motives, intellectual development is immensely
‘.idﬂd. s o @

Without the prevalence of the laws of christian kindness, the
association of large numbers of femele pupils cannot be otherwise
than - the cause of strife, and an wnamiable rivalry and emulation,
Equally requisite are evangelical principles to secure the affection=-
ate respect and confidence of the pupil toward their teachers, as

52the guardian, Vol. IV, No. 10, 1844, p., 150-54.

831pid. S41pi4,



Moral improvement
Habitual self-control
Steady effort for correction, 50

As regards Music, he says:

There is in truth no right eappreciation of musioc among us, and
the nightingale has good cause for declining to teke up her ebode
here., . « + How few who put their daughters to the study of musio,
are influenced by any higher motive than a compliance with the
fashion of the age. How few regard music in any other light than
as an accomplishment-~seemingly ignorant of its moral influence and
its elevating and purifying energies. Studied with low and
wnworthy aims, no wonder that it so of'ten yields but poor and
meager returns of improvement to the heart, refinement to the
taste, or expansion to the mind.

The happy results of the social study of music in the schools
of Germeny, Prussia and Switzerland, present the strongest induce~-
ment for American instructors to try the experiment. In some
instances, this course has been entered upon; nor have we heard of
e single failure., A love of music, both vocal and instrumental,
has been called forth; and a study whioch, while pursued solitarily,
was thought wninviting, or even repulsive, has been found full of
attractions: « +

Teachers as well as pupils have been delighted at the altered
aspect of things around them for authority is exeroised with a
gentler kindness, and obedience rendered with a more courteous and
affectionate readiness. . . « Harmony has begun to reign, where
before there were painful collisions, and the concert of voices has
imperceptibly oreated a sweet ooncord of feelings and tempor.38

Mr, Smith's views on the Effeet of Superior Schools on the
Prosperity of a Country Town were stated as followss

The first and paramount benefit is, that a place so favored
is relieved from the enormous burden of sending its youth abroad
to be educated--a tax of no inconsiderable megnitude, if good
schools are sought cut to be patronized. . . . Loocal and pecumiary
edventages would place in the next ranks, the certain inecrease in
the rate ef rents and the active value of houses and lots, in a2

35The Guardian, Vel. I, No. 1, January 1, 1841, p. 7.

36the Guardian, Vol. I, No. 6, June 1, 1841, p. 87.
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town where permanent schools have so secured the public confidence
as to call out any considerable patronage from distant sources. .

Heury hes every inducement for supporting her Schools with
liberality. We are now addressing ourselves exolusively to the
sixth sense with whioch American citizens alone are gifted=-the
sense of "value.” We contend that our Schoels ave in every sense
of the term and to every class of scoiety, profitable, In the sums
they bring from abroad to be expended among us, and in the wvastly
greater and more important saving they effeet by giving the oppor-
tunity of eduwcating our youth at home, while they make our houses
end lands more valuable to others, they constitute the very best
end most productive investment of momey our county has ever made,
Were this stook estimated at its intrinsic "peoumiary” value, no
enlightened eitizen of the county would be content without owning
a share or two of its » o « The money laid out upon our Seminaries
of learning has been judiciously invested, and without the formality
of "dividends" is yielding & handsome per cent of prefit to the
community at large. « «

The "morale"” of education is another thing; but if we may
venture to hope for any good result from this more popular and
practical view of the subjeet, we shall be content for once to
refrain from moralizing-~our guerdon being the gratitude of such
of our readers, (Heaven send us few such,) as carry their con=-
soience, soul and spirit in their pocket book.

The views regarding the Training, Abilities and Qualities of
Ladies for the Teaching Profession are guite strongly stated as
follows:

The notion that a good cowmtry school can be taught only by a
gentleman has been effeotively exploded in those parts of our Union
where the greatest attention has been devoted to primary education.
There are now quite a number of "distriot schools" throughout the
States of Wew York and Massachusetts, which are taught the year round
by Ladies, and attended upon not only by the gentler sex, but by
boys who before this interesting experiment was made, would not have
thought that snyone could menage them in school unless he were able
to give half a doszen of their stoutest a thruhing on the shortest
notice. ¢+ «

3Ttme Guardian, Vol. I, No. 9, September 1, 1841, p, 134,
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The great discovery has been made that boys and girls in school
have sensibilities that may be appealed to; and that the innate
gentleness, patience, forbearance and kindness of woman's heart,--
more espeoially when sanctified and strengthened by a religious
principle,~=are an over-matech for the stoutest obstin:nuy, end the
most boorish self=-will. «+ . »

The ochief reason why so few ladies among us have devoted them=-
selves to the business of teaching is that the public have not
demanded their services. The ancient repugnance to the business
is fast wearing away. Southern young ladies of the first order of
mind, of attainment and of connections, are devoting themselves to
these duties or are in training for them. It is a direct aim of
some, at least of our female schools, to train up numbers with this
special object in view, 8

Regarding school books, Mr. Smith stated that careful selections
were almost indispensable to the best progress of & school, and that
they should be of wmiform editions., He suggested that in all places
remote from a bookseller, teachers should keep their own supply of
books, 39

The advantages to be derived from the use of visual aids was
advocated in an article written by Mr. Smith on "The Education of the
Eye." lHe stated:

On first bringing a pupil to the use of the telescope or of the
miorosoope, teachers are apt to be surprised at discovering how

| little the untrained eye perceives., It is difficult for the expert
} to make due allowances for the wmskillfulness of the novice, If
! the hand requires so long & training before it cen perform readily
many of its fumoctions, reflections should satisfy anyone that "The
Eye" mey need an equal training, and that the young are to be
Judged with charity on saying that they see nothing remarkable,
although actually presented with sights which call forth the deepest
wonder of more skillful observers.

387he Guardien, Vol. IV, No. 10, October 15, 1844, p. 150,

391bid.
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It is desirable that the more important optical instruments
belonging to a school should be so disposed that students may
resort to them frequently, and thus have the opportunity of aequir-
ing that delicaoy and correciness of observation which practice
alone can impart. Would not some parents do well to substitute

such instruments in the plece of jewelry and gew gaws for their
children?40

A summary of Franklin Gillette Smith's theories regarding the
system of Practioal Discipline at the Columnbia Female Institute stated:
The system of Practical Disecipline established in this Institute
had its foundation in the views expressed in the "Guardian”; and is
framed to accomplish the great end of intellectual education; which
we believe, consists of improved habits of directing the mental

faculties, of thinking correctly, of reasoning justly, and of

employing with facility the powers of expression by conversation
end writing.41

X, WITHDRAWAL FROM THE COLUMBIA FEMALE INSTITUTE

Mr. Smith continued his duties at the Columbia Female Institute
with great and constantly inoreasing success, until 1852, when he
resigned, and erected the Athenaeum, a private institution for girls
upon a still larger scale. He, with other illustrious co-workers, made
the institution famous and left behind a continuing influence for good.

The detailed account of the founding and success of the Athenaeum will
be discussed in Chapter IV,

XI. SUMMARY

The period of fourteen years from 1838~1852 was a period of

great educational service for Franklin Gillette Smith., He served with

401bid,, p. 155, 411p14,
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great success as rector of the Columbia Female Institute in Columbis,
Tennessee. The founding of his journal, the Guardian, was a progressive
step in communicating with the public on many matters of educational
concern, The progressive and independent thinking of Mr., Smith was
chiefly responsible for his withdrawal from the Columbia Female Insti-

tute after fourteen years of service Ho establish his own school.



CHAPTER IV
THE ATHENAEUM

Chapter IV will deal with & period of Franklin Gillette Smith's
life in whioh he founded the Athenaeum, a private school for girls.
The success of his continued leadership as a school administrator, his
educational views, acts of publio service, and his ingenuity as a

scientist will be discussed,
I. FOUNDING OF THE ATHENABUM

The Columbie Athenaeum was one of the old and well established
schools of the state of Temnessee, and of the South. It was founded
in 1852 by Franklin Gillette Smith for the higher education of women
upon Christian prinoiples., It was chartered in 1858 with full college
powers and privileges by the Legislature of Tennessee with a perpetu-
ating board of trustees, independent of any external control. Thus,
the Athenaeum was free from ecclesiastical restraint, W¥r. Smith,
essisted by his able and accomplished wife, Sarah Ann Smith, adminis-
tered the affairs of the sohool until his death, in 1866,

A public announcement of the opening of the Athenaeum was made
in the spring of 1862, before its opening the fellowing September.
Circulars were widely distributed, and a notice for opening the new

school appeared in the Guardien, as follows:

1H11111n Bruce Turmer, History of Naury couan’(NA|hvillcx
Parthenon Press, 1955), pp. 135-34,




A Public Announcement

Under the name "Athenaeum™ it is the purpose of the umdersigned,
in obedience to the wishes of their friemds, both at home, and
abroad, to open on the first of September next,

A School For Young Ladies in new buildings now going up on the
beautiful premises known as the Reetory Lot. The terms of the
"Athenseum" will be the same as those established for some years
past, in the Female Institute, and it will be our aim to offer
quite as distinguished adventages for improvement in every depart-
ment of Female Education as our pupils have enjoyed heretofore.

Fe Gs Smith

Sarah Ann Smith

Columbia, May 29, 18522

IT, SELECTION OF A NAME

Mr, end Mrs. Smith would have liked to use the name ™iinerva"
for their new school, They found, however, that this name, symbolic of
the purest and most elegant oreation of Greek Mythology, had been
seleoted by another institution in the state., The name "Athenaeum"
had been adopted in all ages, from the Augustan era of Rome on, Yo
designate either a seminary of learning or a place of literary resort.
Thus, the name "Athenseum" was selected.

The founders stated that they wished their institution to prove
of practical benefit to all who should seek its advantage in the cul=-
ture of ﬁuno graces of the mind and of the heart, over which the
fabled Minerva presided, and of which she was the teacher and patron-

.llcs

27he Guardien, Vol. X, No. 9, 1862, p. 192,

31bid., p. 213,
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III. A PRIVATE SCHOOL

A great deal of public interest was manifested in the erection
of the Athenaeum, Many liberal offers of subscriptions for the new
buildings of the sochool were received by Mr, Smith. Since he chose to
meke his school strietly a private institution, he deolined these
generous offers. He felt that, on the whole, it was more satisfactory
to take a position of some degree of independence in the plan of
instruction and menagement of his school. It was made clear to the
public, however, that suggestions for the best manegement of the

Athenaeum would always be gratefully received,*

IV, GROUNDS AND BUILDINGS

The Athenseum grounds comprised twenty-two acres, loceted within
the corporate limits of Columbia, one half mile west of the publie
square, A grove of beaubtiful forest trees within these extensive
grounds provided a site of great privacy yet easily accessible from all
of the surrounding streets.

Instead of one extensive structure, it was decided to erect
several buildings. They were ereoted on an elevation which afforded a
wide vicQ of the town and the surrounding country. The prinecipal
buildings were of Dorie architescture. The main building was 115 feet
by 76 feet, and contained the tutoresses' parlor, the library, eand a

chapel, Other buildings were Davis Hall which contained the parlor for

41pid.
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boarding pupils, the drawing and writingz rooms, the dining room, and
the study hall; the Rotunda with a studio for oil painting, a number of
school and musio rooms, and an exhibition room for art; the Rectory
which contained the prineipal perlors and reception rcoms of the school;

a gymnesium and verious other buildingl.s

V. FURNISHINGS

All of the buildings belonging te the Athenasum were well and
suitably furnished. Great care was taken to include many objects of
art and science in order to develop in the pupils an appreciation of
the sesthetic qualities.® Some of the original furnishings of the
Rectory are still %o be found there since it is now the residence of
HMiss Carrie E, Smith, a granddaughter of Frenklin Gillette Smith.

Mr. Smith, upon leaving the Columbia Pemale Institube, removed
from that school and placed in the Athenseum quite extensive scientific
apparatus, a plpe organ, and other musicel instruments which were his
own private property. Some idea of the extensive furnishings of his
school may be geined from the following excerpts taken from the
Guardien:

o s s On the first floor of the Athenaeum Froper are the
Tutoresses' Parlor; the Library, which contained also our fine
collection of Mineralogical and Conchologioal specimens, amount-
ing to meny thousands, neatly arranged in glass cases; several
school and music rooms, and a Cemera Obscura, or Optical Room for

the exhibitions of the Solar Microscope, and for other experiments
in Optiel. o »

51bid,  S1bid,, p. 64.
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Above, the whole floor is in one room, our Study Hall, at the
head of whioh stands a beautiful and costly Chapel Organ. . . . At
the opposite end, our Philosophical Instruments are placed within
cabinets of glass. « « »

Some beautiful casts, representing the Crecian sculpture in its
purer taste oocupy suiteble positions around the room, the walls of
which are profusely covered with beautiful oil paintings, and with
large engravings wnder glass, including an entire set of the Boydell
Illustrations of Shakespeare,

The dormitories for boarding pupils were neatly and commodiously

arranged, The beds were screened from each other by ocurtains, end
soreened recesses were made for every two young ladies, furnished with

a neat washstand and toilet-table,®
Vi. THE LIBRARY

The library of the Athenaeum, exclusive of a valuable collection
of books of reference, contained more than two thousand volumes by the
year 1864, It was the belief of Mr, Smith that many of the public docu-
ments published by Congress were of great value %o any scholastic
library. Many such doouments were obtained and made available to the
pupils of the Athenseum. An acknowledzement of veluable pgovernment
publioations from the Hon. Mr, Jones, & representative in Congress, was
made in the Guardien,?

v?lunn- of history, biography, literature, science, poeiry,
periodicals, and reviews were added yearly. Meny publications of the

American Tract Society were placed in the library. The chief classical

8

TIbid., pe 215. Tbide, p. 216.

9The Guardien, Vol. XI, NWo. 7, 1854, p. 164.



works in the ancient languages, and an sxtensive selection from the
best works in French, Italian, Spanish, and Germen were made available.
A rich collection of the standard authors in ancient and modern history
were included, Besides a good selection of the modern poets, the

librery was enriched with a ocopy of Bell's Edition of the British Poet

in one hundred volumes.

A full catalogue of books of reference was kept in the study
hall, accessible to teachers and pupils. This reference library cone
tained all the information necessary to eanswer any questions that might
arise in the daily work of all., It was the claim of the Athenseum that
it possessed the best and most complete school library in the Southd?
Such & claim may be substentiated by & list of some of the most impor=-
tant works in this admirable collection. A list taken from the school
catalogue included:

In Saored Studies: The Bible Commentaries of Scott, Clarke,
Doddridge, Patrik, Lowth, Arnold and Whitly; Cruden's Conecordance;
the Cellateral Bible; the Piotorial Bible; Townsend's Arrangement;
Horne's Introdustion; Wilson's Christian Diectionary; “noyclopedia

of Religious Knowledge; Kitts' Popular Cyclopedia of Biblieal
Literature, otos . «

Scientific: Ree's Cyeclepedia; Bnoyolopedia Britannica, with
Supplement; Gthe English Cyclopedia, London; Gregory's Dictionary of
Soience and the Arts; the Encyclopedia Metropolitan; Appleton's New
Cyclopedia; the Iconographic with 12,000 Engravings; Goode's
Pantologia; Nicholson's British Encyclopedia; Fneyclopedia Ameri-
cena; Appleton's Cyclopedia of Drawing; Moore's Encyclopedia of
Music; Davies' Disctionary of Mathematles; TUre's Dictionary of Arts,
Manufactures, and Mines; Postlethwaites Universal Dictionary;
Falconer's Marine Dictionary; the Imperisl Diotionary, English,
Teohnological and Seientific; Astronomical, Philosophieal and
Physiological Charts, eto. « + «

100&1:&1259!_ the Athenaeum, 1868, p. 6.
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Lite : Allibone's Diotionary of Authors; Duyckinck's Cyeclo-
pedia of American Literature; Chamber's Cyelopedia of English
Literature; Arvine's Cyclopedia of Anecdotes of Literature and the
Pine Arts; the Edinburgh Review; the London Athenaeum; the lLondon
Literary Gazette, eto. . . .

Lexicography: Frey's Hebrew, Latin and English Lexicon; Scapulse
Lexicon Graeco-Latinum; Schlensner Novum Lexicon Gr.-Lat. in Novum
Testamentum; Holyoke's (reat Latin Dictionary, folio; Morell's,
Ainsworth's, Gordner's, and Oltes' Latin Diotionaires; Dictionaire
de 1'Academie Francais; Boyer le Dictionaire Royal Francois; Spiers
and Surenne's French Pronowncing Dictionary; French and Spanish
Nunez; Vocablario de la Crusea; Barett's Italian and FEnglish Dic~-
tionary; Diconnario de la Lengua Cestellana, por le Real Academia
Espancla, folio, Madrid; Velasquesz', Seasone's Newmans and Barette;
Hilpert's Great Germen Dictionary, Leipzig; Appleton's Adler's
ditto, etoe « «

In Pnglish: Johnson's Dietionary; Richardson's; the Imperial;
Webster's Unabridged and Pietorial; Worcester's Great Dictionary;
Talker's Pronouncing and Rhyming; Roget's Thesauras of English Words
and Phrases; Crabb's and Prozzi's Synonyms; Brown's Grammar of
Grammars; the Port Royal Grammars; Eschenberg's Manuel, etc. « » «

Historical and Critioal: Bayle's Great Dic tionary; Crabb's
Universel Historical Dictiomary; Bredow's Charts, folio; Lyman's
Mural; Danet's Dictionary of Antiquities; Dr. William Smith's
(Edinburgh) Dictionary of Greek and Romen Antiquities, Geography,
Biography and Mythology; Dictionary of Dates; Fosbrooke's Encyclo-
pedia of Antiquities and Elements of Archaeoclogy, Classical and
Medieval; Martiniere, Le Crand Dioctionnaire Geographiques; Fustaces
Classical Tour, o%0s « o+ »

Biographical: Chalmer's General Biographical Dietionary, 32
vols.; Kippis's Biographia Britannica; the New and General Bio~
graphical Dictionary; Appleton's Cyeclopedia of Biography; Blake's
Universal Biography; Biographieal, Literary, and Political Anec-
dotes; Johnson's Lives of the Poets; the Lives in Bell's Poets;
Pilkington's Dictionary of Painters; Dictiommeire Biographique et
Bibliographique, Paris, eto. « «

Geographical and Miscellaneous: Maltec Brumn's Geography; the
Universal Gazetteer, London; the American Gazetteer; Lippincott's
Pronouncing Gazetteer of the World; the Great Atlas of the Sooiety
for the Diffusion of Useful Knowledge; Carey's Atlas of the Cown=-
tries of Englend and Wales; the Chronelogical and Geographical
Atlas of America; Atlases, Maps, Outline Maps, Glokess, etc.; all




the Charts of the U, 3, Coast Survey; the U, 8, Census of 1850;
many Reports of United States Exploring Expeditions, ete., . . «

11
The large reference library was placed in the study hall, Yost
of the books were arranged in alphabetical order, and the pupil was
easily directed to the article which contained the needed information,
As the Rector presided constantly in the study hall, the pupils who had
any diffioulty in making a satisfactory reference were at once directed

to the best sources of inltruutiun.lz
VIiI. PLAYN OF INSTRUCTION

The plan of instruotion to be carried out in the Athenaeum was,
as previously announced to the public, basiocally the same as had been
pursued at the Columbia Female Institute., The classification of pupils
and general allotment of studies were the same, The rate of charge was
to be the same as for many years past except for two items. The charge
for daily use of the organ was to be ten dollars a session instead of
five, due to the necessity of furnishing a servant to work the bellows;
and the charge for instruetion in painting in oil-colors was %o be
twenty dollars instead of ten. The former charge for that department
had not covered the wnaveoidable expense of having it effectively
saught, 13

The terms of the Athenaeum, & list of subjeots offered, and an

explanation of the general requirements for students were published in

M1pid., ppe 7, 8, 9 12114,
ml'hc Guardian, op. ¢its, ps 217.
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the Guardian, end school catelogue, The catalogue for 1853 gives the
following information:

Sessions

The Fall Session begins on the first day of September eand ends
on the last Friday of January.

The Spring Session begins on the Monday next after the last
Fridey of January, and ends on the last Friday of June; on whish
day the Anmual Meeting of the Trustees is required to be held by
the Charter.

Vaocations

The months of July and August, and Christmas Day and Good
Priday.

Terms For The Session Of
Five Calendar lonths, (Payable In Advance)

I. Pestalozzian Department
For beginners per month, $1.50 . . . . . . . . $ 7.80
Same department for the more advanced, $2 . . . 10,00

II. Junior Department
Fourth and Third Juniors, each class per
mth,sanw-OUyo.--i'--oo-ci 12,50
Second Jmior.’ per mth. #3 * % & o 86 & A a @ 16,00
First Juniors, per month, $3.80 . . . « « ¢« « « 17,60

ITI. Senior Department
Third s.ﬂiorl. per nﬁnth. *‘ » ® & = & ¢ @ o e @ 20,00
S.md 8.?11@!'8, pﬂr mmth. %4‘50 a ® o o & 8 ® B 23‘50
Fi"t Bmiol‘ﬂ. p!!' ‘mth, *5 ® & 3 & » & & 5 e 8 25-00

Greek, Latin, PFrench, Italian, Spanish, or German . . « 10,00

Tuition in Musio on the Harp + o s ¢ « o ¢ s ¢ s s ¢ ¢ » 30,00

Tuition in Music on the Organ, Piano, Guitar, or
AObﬂrdim.o;oo..u-.-....-&..-.c 35.00

Use of Harp or Piano for precticing .« « « « s« « ¢ ¢ » & 5,00

Use of Orgln for praotialng. * 0 @® e 5 8 » o & © 5 & @ 10,00
Uuetﬁui’alrforpraotiemg ® ¢ ® & % & s 8 6 & & 0 @ 2,50




Tuition in the art of singing ¢« « » ¢ ¢ ¢ s s & s
Tuition in the art of vocal musioc, in classes . . »

Tuition in the art of Drawing and Painting (daily
1.'.02!) @ @ & ® @ & 5 4 % 6 * B 4 e 8 B @8 & 00

Tuition in the art of Fanoy work of every
d.lcriptim.:..-' » ® & 5 % F € » & s & o @

Painting in 011 Colors . ¢ « « o o o o 5 2 » ¢ % »
Pens, Inks, and Inkstands, Slates and Pencils . «
Use of the Library of the Athenaoum « « « v « o o o
Use of Drawing Patterns, Drawing Books, etcs + . «
Plain Needlework, Domestic Eeonomy, Calisthenics,
Choral Musie, Lectures on Chemistry and Natural
Philosophy, the Courses on Moral and Menial

Philosophy, English Literature, ete,, without
extra charge

Board, ineluding ledging, fuel, lights, attendance,

.to. ¥ & ¥ & & @ 2 T 2 2 ® BN & & & B & 0 * =

Exeminations

54
$25,00
10,00

10,00

10,00
20,00
«50
1.00

«50

60,00

The last three days of each Session are devoted to a publie
examination of the school, closing with a Concert of Voocal and

Instrunental Music, 14

Befors receiving any of the henors of the Athenaeum, pupils had

to undergo written exeminations, These exsminations for graduation were

conduoted in the presence of & comnittee from the faculty.

The cendi=-

dates for graduation were carsfully examined and pupils were expected

to be well acquainted with the topics discussed through the session.

A speoial diploma, signed by the professor or tutoress of a
school, was awarded to those pupils who had completed the studies of

14catalog of the Athenaeum, 1853, pp. 4-5.
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that school, A general diplome, as graduate of the Athenaeum, signed
by the Board of Trustees esnd faculty, was conferred on those pupils who
had completed the English course and had received a sufficient number
of certificates to entitle them Yo this honor,

| An example of the form of diplome granted in the early years of
the Athenaeum is as follows:
Be It Enown By Those Present, That

Miss

A Pupil of
The Columbie Athenaeum
Having Sustained Her Final Examinations

In A Satisfactory HMenner
The Rector and Vice Prineipal Of The Athenaeum,
On The Recommendation Of The Beoard Of Examiners

Have Awarded To Her This Testimonial
Of Her
Approved Scholarship

And Of Her Amiable And Correct lMoral Deporitment

Fo G. Smith, Rector
Sarah Ann Swmith, Viece Principal

Geo. Me Martin )
Jonas E. Thomas )
Wine Ps Marbin ) Exsminersl®
Sem'l A, Temmer 3

)

Robt. 3. Payne
Sheppard Wells

me Guardian, Vol. XI, Wo. 4, 1854, p. 93,
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VIII. 1IDEAS AND IDEALS

¥r, Smith gained favorable recognition from prominent edueaﬁau
in distant states by his contributions to higher education,l® iany of
his ideas were expressed in the editorials aend articles published in
his own journal, the éuu'ditn-

Some excerpts from the writings of this early edueoator huve been
seleoted, with the hope that they will give a glimpse into his thoughts
as they motivated him and affected the lives of those who attended his
school,

On the objeot of learning, he wrote:

The great object of learning is to find out the real oharacter
and condition of man as a moral agent; his relation to Ged; his
eternal destiny; the way in which he may be delivered from the
offects of moral evil; and the wership and service he owes his
great Creator. The comprehensive nature of these laws or prineciples,
and their tendency to produce universal order and happiness, render
them very appropriate to the sphere of a sochool. « . .

The cbject in our plan of education is, to cultivate the reason,
expand the intellectual faculties, and apply the principles and
knowledge thus scquired %o the daily avocation of life, If the
youth committed to our charge be trained to habits of piety and
moral order, as well as to useful and ornamental knowledge, we
have sure ground for believing that when they arrive at mature age,
they will become intelligent and useful members of socciety. « « .
Ve seek 4o cultivate such intellectual habits, that, having "eyes,
they may see, and ears, they may hear,"” and thet they may pass
through life with the rational application of their faculties. Ve
would also combine with study a certain degree of extermal enjoy-
ment, without which no one ean be happy or contented, by cultivation
of a taste for social enjoyment and the happiness of home as the

16century Review, Meury County, Tennessee, A condensation of the
Most Important Events of the Past One Humdred Years, and Descriptive
Sketches of the Cities and Villages (Columbia: Auspices of the Board of
Mayor and Aldermen, 1905), p. 35.
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future sphere of action. . « « We design to embrace everything that
has a tendency to strengthen and invigorate the physical system, to
enlighten and expand the wnderstanding, and to regulate the feelings
and dispositions of the heart.

Ve strive %o adorn our rooms for study, that our pupils may be
introduced, as it were, into a magnificent museum, whose every objeot
awakens ouriosity or informs the mind, Our teachers are persons of
good sense, of benevolent dispositions, having their minds thor-
oughly inbred with the principles of Christianity, and possessed of
all thet nowledge of history, art and science, which they can possi~
bly acquire; for upon the intellizence; as well as the prudence and
moral disposition of our teachers, the efficiency of our institution
depends, We enocourage study by kindness, rather than enforce it by
severity. It is "line upon line and precept upon precept": all
knowledge is the acoumulation of ideas. Nature herself operates by
insensible degrees; the oak is folded in the acorn; but its expan=-
sion to the glent tree is so slow, gradual, and insensible, that
none but the Infinite Eye can trace its invisible progress.

We make the Seriptures a text book. « « « We have classbooks to
illustrate ancient hebits and memners, the greater part of which is
selected from Pagan historiens and morelists, whose views with
regard to the laws which govern mind and matter were erroneous; we
bring the Bible to our aid to correot these errors and to be the
ocornerstone of true wisdom,

The first object of knowledge is self, Vhen we consider the
structure of our frames, and the vast number of bones, veins,
arteries, muscles, the organs of sense, ete., all so adapted as to
produce motion in our bodies and to contribute to our enjoyment,
we must feel that we are "fearfully and wonderfully made.” Taking
this view of the last great work of oreation, it is not to be
wondered at that we oonsider Physioclogy an important branch of
education, Much time is devoted to experimental philesophy and
chemistry, for instruotion in which, we have the aid of an apparatus
so extensive and perfect, as scarcely to be surpassed by any of owur
colleges.

Our pupils are thoroughly instructed in Reading, Writing and
Composition, Arithmetic, Algebra, Ceometry, Grammar, Geography with
drawing of maps, end problems on the globes, Astronomy, Logio,
Natural Theology, Botany, Political Economy, Evidences of Christi~
anity, etcs, Our arrangements for the acquisition of Voecal and
Instrumentel Musioc are very perfect. . « .17

17the Guardien, Vol. X, No. 9, 1852, pp. 160-172.
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In en erticle entitled "On What To Read and How To Read I%," he
says:

Coleridge tells us of four kinds of readers, "the first, like the
hour=glass; their readings like the sand, rumning in and then out,
and leaving not a vestige behind; the second, like the sponge, which
imbibes everything only to return it in the same state, or perhaps
dirtier; the third, like the jelly bag, allows the pure to pass
away, and keeping only the refuse and dregs; and the fourth, like
the slaves in the mines of Goleonda, casting aside all that is
worthless and retaining only the diamonds and gems." See to it
that you ere of the latter class, gathering riches from all your
reading, To this end, do not read at random, indisoriminately.

The world is full of books and a lifetime would not suffice to
read all even if they were good., Make then a ocareful selection of
your books. « «

Seek first for the most importent subjeots and then for the best
works respecting them, Be as ocareful of the books you read as of
the ocompany you keep; for your habits and character will be as much
influenced by the former as the latbter. . . »

Whatever you read, have an objeot in reading it; lkmow not only
what but you read, Read for the discoipline of your intelleot,
the elevation of your taste, the extension of your lmowledge, the
improvement of your heart, the regulation of your conduct and life,.
Read that you may store up lessons of wisdom, to apply them te
yourself. . . and thus become wiser, happier, better, and more
useful .18

Mr., Smith's views on reading were no doubt influenced by his
own great love of readings A son, Frank H., Smith, had assembled a good
deal of information about family affairs and had planned to publish it.
The first part of this history was to have been the "Puritans.," In
this material, he says of his father:

He was a great reader a.nd woll acquainted with general litera-
ture, for the ordinary novel he had but little use, though he was

181pid., Vol. X, No. 12, 1852, p, 270,
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fond of the great works of fiction and especially of the great
poems, his favorite being Milton's "Paradise Lost."19

On the importance of the development of the thought processes,

¥re Smith stated:

The secret of successful teaching is %o prevail upon the school
girl to teach herself; the highest fumetion of the instruetor being
to direet the pupil to such a course of thought, that the youthful
mind will of itself work out the problem before it. & . « Thore is
no substitute for patient and strenuous intellectual exertion, =-
"Will you be so good as to state this equation for me - for then I
cen easily work the sum?" I% would be a great wunkindness towerds
you were I to do so; for you want me %o do your thinking for you.

I will discuss the prineiples of the Rule with you, and may t%uz be
tblo to put you upon the track of applying them to the guestion
before you; but for me to study your él%pbrl for you, would bo re-
posterouss Think, -~ there is no help for it, you must think.

His broad views in regard to the values of instruction in

dancing are given as follows:

We regard it our dubty to provide, and at much expense, for their
careful and skillful instruetion in the accomplishment of a grace-
ful carriage and gesture in all cases where our patrons desire to
segure this advantage for their daughters. Of course, no pupil
receives this instruetion who is not expressly "entered" for it.
Our longz experience leads us to the conclusion that such school
exercises as these especially when conducted by a Lady, carry with
them no greater tendency toward levity of mind than any of the
other studies that claim the attention of young ladies in school .21

An example of the way that Mr, Smith toock advantage of oppor=-
tunities presented for turning passing events to the improvement of his
pupils is shown by the way he prepared them for the great sclipse of

May 27, 1864, The ocoasion became a frequent topic of conversation for

19; otter from Vrs. Famnie Louise Davis, granddaughter of
Franklin Gillette 8mith, September 16, 1959,

207he Guardian, Vol. XI, No. 7, 1854, p. 163.
211pid., p. 164.
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many days before it occurred, At the dinner table, on that day, the
Rector proposed some questions on the subject of the eclipse, designed
to fix its phenomena more firmly in the minds of the pupils, and teach
them how to observe and on what points chiefly to rest their attention.
Wishing that everyone present should answer, according to the best of
her knowledge or belief, the questions were framed in such a way as to
permit only two possible answers., He felt that this method of question=
ing would enable all pupils to give an immediate answer. The questions
asked on this occasion are good examples of the objeot~lesson method of
teaching, Examples of questions asked were:

Of the two bodies now apparently approaching each other, which
is farthest from us?

Which intercepts the light of the other?
Does a Solar Eclipse happen at the new or full moon?

Looking toward the Western sky is the moon, at% this moment,
above or below the sun?

Does the moon, in its orbital motion advance through the sky
toward the east or the west?

Which direction is it moving now?

Will the approaching eelipse out off the northern or southern
portion of the Sun's diso?

In a total Solar Eclipse, is the moon in her perigee or her
apogee?

At this moment, is the moon's illuminated side turned toward us
or from us?

If the eclipse were central end annular, and our Athenaeum
Telescope had the proper micrometers attached, so that we could
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accurately measure the two diameters of the moom=--the vertical and
the horizontal,--which should we find to be the lengosﬂzz

IX. POPULAR LECTURES

The citizens of Columbia recognized the talents and abilities of
¥re. Smith, not only as an administrator, but as an outstanding scholar
of science, le was urged by a large group of friends and patrons of
the Athenaeum to share his knowledge of science with them by occcasional
scientific leotures. Suoh lectures proved toc be a source of additional
instruction to the pupils, and afforded an opportunity for adult educa=~
tion on subjects in which their knowledge wes 1imited,Z23

The first lecture was on Astronomy. The warm approval with
which it was received was expressed in a forum letter written by a
eitizen and published in a local newspeper, The letter stated:

Columbie, No., 27, 1852

Mre. Editor; ~Permit me through your paper, to take a brief
notice of the highly entertaining and instructive Lecture upon
Astronomy delivered at the Athenaeum on Friday night last, by the
Reve, Ps (4 Smith,

Attracted by the well known ability of the Lecturer, together
with the highly interesting character of his subject, a large and
respectable saudience assembled, all eager to share in the rich
intellectusl treat in store.

And I venture to say not one was dissatisfied; for the lecture

was ons of marked ability, and delivered in that clear, conocise,
end lueid manner so fitly adapted to a popular lecturer. The

221bid., pp. 165-6.

23The Guardian, Vol. X, Wo. 12, 1852, p. 280,
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illustrations of the motions and revolutions of the celestial
spheres, by means of the phantasmagoria, were both novel and
instructive, It is to be hoped that the warm approval with which
the first attempt was welcomed will be some inducement for the able
and distinguished gentleman to continue them at such times, eas his
arduous duties as principal of the Athenaeum, will permit.

The citizens of Columbia would hail with delight the acquisition
of such & valuable source of entertainment and improvement, And it
would strengthen that gratitude which every friend of science and
education owes to Mr, Smith for his wntiring efforts in behalf of
their advancement,

A oitimz“‘
X. INVENTIONS AND PATENTS

Mr. Smith used his talents and his scientific and mechanical
knowledge to invent a number of mechanisms adapted to the growing needs
of the South as its territorial expansion gave way to industrial
expension, A quote from the "Puritan," as recorded by a sen states:

He obtained many patents in the United States (and one in the
Confederate States) for his various inventions, but he never seemed
to oare to develop them commereially., The plow=-share prow for
vessels (see Scientifiec American for June 14, 1852); the reacting
springs for fire engines; the secondary barrel to be used &as a
magazine for muskets and rifles; the rifling of the musket for
smooth bore muskets; the utilization of wave power for steam and
sailing vessels, -especially blockage runners; the steam "elay gun"
for use on unfenced railroads azainst cattle; the distribution of
the mail on trains in motion; the compound brakes plasing vehicles
under the more complete control of the driver; the igenious mecha-
nism for steering balloons; =all these and meny other inventions
and ideas show the versatility of his mind in Mechanies and Natural
Sociences, The development of the submarine torpedo in the Civil
War ocoupied his time and cost him untold thousands of dollars in
money, besides months of personal toil and privation; -the value of

241p1d,, p. 281, (A letter copied from the Columbie Democrabic
Herald of Deoember 4, 1852,)
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his idess for coast protection, and his greater success in this new
field was only prevented by the lack of mechanical facilities in
the South, and for eleetric connections under water, 25

The public was aware that Mr, Smith did not seek personal praise
for his inventions, as may be shown by a notice appearing in a local

newspaper. It stated:
The Columbia Improvement On The Steam Engine

In reference to the caption above . . . the Patentee might just
as well have given his name, as there is no one else hereabouts who
has passed his life in the midst of Philosophical Apparatus, and
gives his long-ocontinued labors to the business of lecturing on
Natural Philosophy,26

A reprint of a letter received by Mr. Smith from & mechanical
engineer regarding this invention was also published, as follows:
A Professional Opinion
Washington, D, C. Aug. 11, 1854

Dear 8ir: ~I have most carefully examined the "Tabular Condenser
for Steam Engines," which was patented by you on the 1lth, and find
that it possesses the following very important advantages: viz -
there is ample space for the free entry and ciroulation of the
steam from the engine, and at the same time a very thin dividing
plate between the steam and the cold condensing water, It appears
to me that this very important and distinguishing feature of your
invention, must commend it to the favorable consideration of all
who are interested in the use or the improvement of the steam engine.

Very Respectfully Yours,

%Z. C. Robbins

Mechanical Ehg:lneor37

251 0tter from Mrs, Fannie Louise Davis, loc. oit.

26The Guardian, Vol. XI, Wo. 12, 1854, p. 142. (A notice taken
from the Maury Intelligence.)

271v1d,, p. 149.




64
Another patent issued in September, 1854 gained the following
recognition from the local paper. It nidg
An Improvement Im Fire Engines

We learn that on the 12th of this month & Patent was issued to
Reotor Smith of the Columbia Athesnaeum for & new invention, entitled

"Arresting and Reaoting Springs for Fire Engines."

o o « The design of these springs is to prevent the great waste
of power incurred in working the ocommon Fire Engine, by causing the
descending arm of the working lever, (instead of being arrested by
some solid part of the machine) to give over all of its momentum to
springs of such strength as easily to offer the requisite resistance
to the blow and of such elastioity as to give g’nr nearly all of
that power to the return stroke of the Fngine, 8

A record of these two patents previously desoribed may be foumd
in the Patent Office of the U, 8., Department of Commerce, In reply to
an inquiry concerning these patents, it was stated:

Our records show two patents issued to F, G, Smith in 1854,
They are as follows:

Patent Wo. 11,274 granted July 11, 1854 on Condensers for Steam
Engines,

Patent No. 11,684 granted September 12, 1854 on a Vede of
Operating Fire Engines.2®

XI. OGROWTH OF THE ATHENAEUM

M¥r. Smith was constantly making improvements in buildings, grounds,

and methods, The annual enrollment of the Athenaeum had more than
doubled its original number of 125 by the year 1854, %0

zerid‘ » PQ 15 7.

291m1 ted States Department of Gommerce, Patent Office (Ehlhing-
ton: Government Printing Office, July 14, 1959).

m‘fmcr, ope 2it., p. 134,



The Athenaeum, though a private school, employed many publie
practices, ¥o poor parent ever took his child frem ¥r, Smith's school
because he could not pay the fees. The children of the poor were fur=
nished with books and were taught in the same manner as the children of
the most influential, It is said that the Athenaeum was never without
pupils of this character,3l

Publie request for the admission of little boys to the Athenaeum
wa.s appruvdd with some limitations. Mr, and Mrs. Smith, who had four
young sons of their own %o educate, decided to make arranzements for
enrolling the sons of many of their friends and neighboers. An explana-
tion of such a plan was given in the Guardian. It stated, in part:

« « + The ample grounds appropriated for the walks and reoreation
of our pupils, enable us to seocure perfect propiety of behaviour
from these little ones, But it has been umderstood, all along, that
our little masters are received and retained on their good behaviour,
We are wmwilling to attempt the disciplins of a bad and refractory
boy; so soon as it is ascertained that gentle courses cannot restrain
him, we return him %o his family,--while in the case of an unruly
and headstrong little girl we feel ourselves called upon to use

every effort of skill, resolubtion and patience in correoting her
errors and aiding her in governing herself, 32

XII, CIVIL WAR DAYS

In political matters, Mr. Smith took but little interest until
the Civil War., He was a Whig, but is said, in 1844, Yo have voted for

Wr, James K, Polk, his fellow-citizen.

SlHon. J. He Thomas, "Biography of Franklin Gillette Smith,"
The Columbia Herald, December 17, 1897,

32the Guardian, Vol. XI, Wo. 7, 1864, p. 167.
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Like many of the Whigs all of his energies seemed to have heen
devoted to the cause of the South. Although having been born in
Vermont his intensely Southern views showed that cpinion is influenced
by environment and assoeiation.

When the first rush for enlistment had passed away in the summer
of 1861, Mr, Smith advertised that the daughters of all volunteers for
the army would receive insfrmﬁon at the Athenaeum free of charge,

The school was never closed during the war, but the enroliment was
reduced te only thirty-five pupils at one time,

When resources of the Confederate Government could not supply
the needs of its soldiers, Mr, Smith, at his own expense, clothed the
entire Compeny B, of Colonel W. B, Bate's Second Tennesses Infantry
with new gray wmiforms, the brass buttons of which were smuggled
through the line at & cost of nearly a dollar each, He was toc old for
enlistment as a soldisr, bub sent two sons into the Confederate Army,
and with other eitizens he formed a "Home Guard," While not enrolled
in the ranks, the South had no more devoted champion than "Recotor
Smith," who gave his talents and money to the "Lost Cause," and spent
muoh time with the Southern Army,33

An account of the condition of the Athenseum during this period
is teken from the material gathered by Frank H. Smith. He stated:

During the War the Athenaseum property was often used as army

headquarters and some of the buildings as hospitals. Before Father's
return at the olose of the War the property was practically

|

S%%311iem A. Smith, "Symposium of the Smith Family,” p. 66.
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oconfiscated, the grounds were occupied by Federal Camps and the
buildings filled with "contrabands.” Largely through the influence
of Gen, Chas, C, Doolittle and Col., Lewis M, Hosea, and other prom-
inent Pederal offiocers and the (almost) universal request of the
oitizens, the property was restored to him, But from the devas-
tation of war it was almost like newly furnishing the Athenaeum. .
« « In the changed conditions of the South resulting from the war
and the enormous losses he had born, most men of his agze would have
been appalled at this new task, but with his wonderful emergy he
was enabled to open school on the usual first Monday in September
in 1866 and the overflowing patronage showed the esteem in which
both he and the Atheneeum were held in the South,34

XI1I, THE LAST YEAR

At the close of the auooénful session of the Athenseum in 1866,
the public exercises were unusually brillient; and as on previous
ogcesions the number of pupils, teachers, and visitors was very large,
Mre. Smith gave one of his finest recitations from Shakespears.

During the vacation ¥rs., Smith went to visit her married daughter
and family in Cincimnati, Ohio. Mr, Smith, according to his annual
custom, began meking preparations for the opening of the next session
of school, He received a pressing invitation to revisit Princeton,
his Alma Mater, but was uneble to do so because of an attack of "oonw
gestion" and "bilious fever.”

It was thought that the exposures and hardships he had undergone
during the war had brought on this attack. His condition became
steadily worse and his wife was called home to be with him. When the

end was seen to be approaching, the Rev, Mr, David Pise, rector of

341etter from Mrs, Fannie Louise Davis, loc. cit,
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8t. Peter's Church, Columbis, Tennessee, administersd the Holy Commun=-
ion. Mr, Smith died at the Rectory & few minutes after ons o*clock on
Saturday afternocon, August 4, 18866,

As soon as his death was sanounocsd, c¢ity and cowmby officials
were imnmediately convened in special sessioms. Appropriate resolutions
were passed expressing condolence to the family and the sense of loss
to the commumity.

On Sundey morming in most of the pulpits of the oity, the
ministers made lengthy remarks on his life and character., All after-
‘nm services were cancelled to enable the preachers and congregations
to attend the last sad rites.

Funeral services were held in the Athenaeum Study Hall on Sunday
afternoon, August 5, 1866, at four o'cloock, by his pastor, It was the
largest funeral ever held in Columbis, there being at least twelve
hwdred persons present, He was buried with Masonic honors, he being
a Pagst Master of Marshall Lodge, Number 39, of Free and Accepted Masons
in Lynchburg; e Knight Tanphr and & Sublime Prince of Royal Secret.
Some of the seoret societies to whioh he did not belong passed suitable
resolutions and attended the funeral as organizations, saying that his
life exemplified the prineciples of their order, A feature that has
often been commented on was the number of negroes who marched respect=
fully at the end of the procession and testified the love and esteem

with which he had always been held by their race.



News of his death brought sadness to thousands of his former

pupils, patrons, and friends in this and other countries,
X1V, SCHOOL CONTINUED

At the time of Mr, Smith's death more than one hundred thousand
dollars of ascounts were due him on his ledger, Mrs. Smith maintained
the reputation of the Athenasum until her death in 1871, Two daughters,
Mrs, L. M, Hosea, and Mrs, R, K., Burkehardt; and three sons, Capt.

Re Do Smith, Dr, William A, Smith, and Frank H. Smith menaged the
institution wntil 1887, after which time it was under the menagenent of
Capte Re Do Smith, the oldest son.

The Athenasum maintained its former high standards under Capt.
Smith until, due to his deelining age and sickness in his family, he
- decided to retire from eduoational work. A large portion of the school

plant was merged with the public sohool system of Columbia in 1900,%

XV. A MEMORIAL

On the Centemnial of his birth, December 14, 1897, commemorative
exercises were held at the Athenasum by the schools and citizens of
Columbia, A memorial stone was placed in the Study Hall with the

following insoription:

35The Columbie Herald, ™demorial Sketoh," December 17, 1897,

361bid,



To The Memory Of
Franklin Gillette Smith, A. M.,
late Professor of Natural Philosophy,
and Founder of
The Columbia Athenaeum
Distinguished in his professions
for his learning, his talents and his sagacity;
and as e men for his
bland, polite and gentle manners,
his pretending modesty,
his unbending integrity,
and his sincere but unostentatious piety.
He won the esteem of good men,
the warm attachment of his friends
and the devoted affection
of his bereaved family.
He died in peaoce,
surrounded by friends and
regretted by all,
on the 4th of August, 1866,
Born December 14th, 1797
Aged nearly 69 years
His modasty even surpassed his learning,
and he was exoceedingly reticent
concerning himself ;nd what
he had doan-a'

XVI., SUMMARY

The last period of Franklin Gillette Smith's life, from 1852«
1866, was one in which he founded his own school and rendered outstand=-
ing service as an administrator, teacher, and scientist, His great
soientifio knowledge and talents were shared with many through his
brilliant lectures, his instruction, and his inventions. The pro=-
gressive plen of instruction for the Athenseum and its high standard

of scholarship was mainteined throughout the lifetime of its founder.

371pid,
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The education of humndreds of girls from poor families firmly emphasized
the fact that Mr, Smith believed in the education of the masses,




CHAPTER V
SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS, AND RECOMMENDATIONS

This study of the life of Franklin Gillette Smith has been pre-
sented in chronological erder, It covered three definite periods of
service and contribution to the early development of education in

Tennessee and in the southern area of the United States.

I. SUMMARY

Chapter I developed a background for the study and presented a
statement of the problem, the importance of the study, the method of
research, the sources of data, and a brief organiszation of the study.

Chapter II presented the ancestry and education of Mr. Smith,
and gave an accownt of his early teaching in Willedgeville, Georgias
and Lynchburg, Virginia.

Chepter III related in detail his activities as reetor of the
Columbia Female Institute in Columbia, Tennessee. It discussed the
beginning of the Guardian, a literary and edusational journal which
presented Mr. Smith's and his staff's experiences and observations on
eduocation as well as & wide area of other subjeots.

Chapter IV was devoted tc the period of Franklin Gillette Smith's
life in which he withdrew from the Columbia Female Institute and estab-
lished his own schocl, the Athenaeum. This new school was ocontrolled
by a perpetuating board of trustees and was independent of any church

control. His great interest and contributions to the field of science
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were discussed, lMore writings from the Guardien were presented to give
some insight into the thinking and practices of this outstanding edu-

oator.
II. CONCLUSIONS

It is believed that the following conclusions with regard to
Franklin Gillette Smith's contributions to edusation are warranted by
the facts presented in this study:

l, Franklin Gillette Smith's life covered a wide and unusually
interesting renge of experiences in the field of education whioh
inoluded the roles of student, professor, prinecipal, and founder of
schools.

2, His early teaching met with great success, first in Milledge~
ville, Georgia, and then in Lynchburg, Virginia., He received the hono-
rary degree of A, V. from Hampden Sidney College in Hampden Sidney,
Virginia, in recognition of his early contributions to education.

3« Through his effoorts the Columbia Female Institute at
Columbia, Tennessee became firmly established and took its place among
the outstending schools for girls in the South, He served as rector of
the Columbia Female Institute for fourteen years and met with great and
constantly inoreasing suocess.

4, Mr, Smith was a pioneer in the development of educational
Journals in the South. In 1841 he edited and published the first
volume of the Guardien, en educational and literary publication which

was widely eirculated and did muoh to stimulate intellectual progress
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in the South and West., It also afforded a valuable means of communi=-
cating with friends and patrons of the Columbia Female Institute and
the Athenaeum,

6+ In 1882, Pranklin CGillette Smith founded the Athenaeum in
Columbia, Tennessee, for the higher edusation of women upon Christian
principles. It was chartered in 1858, with full college powers and
privileges by the Legislature of Temnessee. The Athenseum was one of
the first non=sectarian schools for women in the South. I% possessed
one of the best and most complete school libraries in the Souths An
excellent and extensive curriculum was offered and the musical advan-
tages offered weres superior te most schools of its day. The success
of the Athenaeum was evidenced by a consistent inerease in enrollment
and a much enlarged achools.

6, Mr. Smith was recognized as a scientist of unusual ability.
He spent much time and money in developing some of his ideas and
received a number of patents for his inventions. Another way in which
he shared his knowledge of science with his local community m by
scientifiec lectures. These lechures proved to be a valuable source of
information for all who ocared to improve their kmowledge in the area of
soience. ‘

7. From a study of the selected excerpts taken from ¥r, Smith's
writings as published in the Guardian, it oan be concluded that he was
an educator of the most advanced and liberal ideas. Like Rousseau, he
advocated that the training of & child be adapted Yo age and individ-

uality, Like Pestalozzi, he sitressed the importence of teaching a
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child according to his individual needs, interest, and ebilities. And
like Pestalozzi, he was also a great believer in the "object lesson"
method of teaching to develop the mental proocesses, He had a great
appreciation of the aesthetic qualities of the arts and sciences end
provided an atmosphere for his pupils that would tend %o develop an
appreciation of them. He emphasized the importance of the all=-school
program a8 it served and helped prepare his pupils to become useful
members of sceiety.

8. Franklin Gillette Smith's service to his community, his state,
and his cowntry was shown by his umselfish devotion and action in time
of erisis, In the bitter saerifices of the Civil War he shared most
generously his time, labors, and possessions. A study of Mr. Smith's
life will show that his position in each of the commumities in whiech he
served was one of great renown. Franklin Cillette Smith acquired the
confidence, esteem, snd respect of the general publiec by his sound
judgment, clear foresight, and convietions based on the Seriptures. He
referred to the Bible as the "cormerstone of true wisdom.” His con-
tributions as a scholar, secientist, inventor, educator, and outstanding
eitizen aided thousands %o obtain a higher and better life.

9. As a school administrator, Franklin Gillette Smith utilized
a system of good demooratic relationships among pupils and teachers, He
believed in self-discipline and encouraged the use of mild and persua~
sive means to uphold the policies and regulations of his school.

10, The Athenaeum, though a private schocl, was in philosophy

similar to a public school. The education of the poor as well as the
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influential was a practice which endeared Mr, Smith %o the hearts of
the common people. His generous contributions of money for the con=-
struction and furnishings of the Columbias Female Institute and later
the Athenseum is a positive proof of his dedication %o the cause of

education.
III. RECOMMENDATIONS FOR FURTHER STUDY

It is believed by the writer of this study that a more complete
study of the Guardian as a literary and educational journal and a possi-
ble comparison of this journal with other early educational journeals
would prove profitable %o the history of education in the state of
Tennessee, in the South, and in the United States.

It is alsc the belief of the writer that a continued and more
comprehensive study of the Athenasum and a follow-up of its later
graduates would more firmly establish the importemce of this outstand-
ing institution and its founder as a significant part of the history and
development of education in the state of Tennessee, in the South, and

in the United States.
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