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for the degree of ZCster of Arte, w i t h  a major 3.n Eduoational Adminie- 

I tratfon m d  SupemieIon. 
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The development af sduoatfan i n  the South during the paat one 

hundred and f i f t y  para has been phenomenal. This great edt~aational 

gruwth has bean due, in part, to  tihe experimentation an8 explara.bion 

by many pfrmssr eduaatorlr, One of thasa pianoer sdnaators in  the state 

of Tennessee wala Pnmklia M l l a t t e  Smith. 

The writer of this stwlg b e a m  fnterustad in the l i f e  and 

aaaarapliahmanta of %his man while teaahtng a t  Calmbfa, Tenneseaa. A 

plaqw dadlaated to the mamazy and serviae of t h i s  outstanttine: sdubatar 

m a  looatad in the entranae ha l l  of Central High Soheal, Columbia, 

Tmmeeasa, high sahoal i a  presently laeatad m property that a t  

m e  Hme belonged tie "The Athanasm,* a aa l l sgo  founded by Fts, Smith. 

ft was whirs Ifoing fn an apa-f; in "The Rectory," the former 

horns of Prank1I.n Gil lette  Smith, that the writer beoame awsre of the 

existenae of a private fils of  h is  m t e r i a l s r  T h e e  materials should 

be p r e ~ e m d  f o r  paeP;ari%y in  Che form of' an organisad reaord of Mr. 

Smith's l i fe  and h i s  oantribution6 t o  sdwaticm in the South and 

partfaularly to aduoatioa i n  the state of  Tennessee. If mas through 

the aour.bssy of Mias Carrie E* SmiCh, a granddaughter of' Z#rr Smith, 

luzd present m e r  end mo\lpant of "!?he ReaS;ory,* ithat thee6 file% were 

made available. 

A study. of the 1957 s m e y  Report of the Study of Riffher IPduaa- 

Holl rsoamrnmdsd tha% a s t a t e  aollege ba established in the Pulaaki- 



Colmbla area In the mar f%rture if prsasnt enrollment +rend+ aontinus> 

Th5s r s a ~ d a t i o n  has inspired the wrifsr to m*ks a rtudy of the his- 

tory af highor adu~atian i n  that area. The l i f e  of m k l i n  Oilletfa 

Sml+h plays an impartrant p a d  in suoh a study. 

Stmbmemt of ths Problm, It WM the purpaas of th ia  study -- 
(1) to gather the bario data oonaeming ths life of' Franklin G i l l e t t c l  

Smi th  and otpnfxe it Into a biagraphyt (2 )  t o  detenntne the amtri-  

butions t o  sdnaatian in the s tate  of Tannerwe of Fkanklfn CillletCe 

Bmith (1797-1866); (5)  tio evaluate the educrational ideas land aantri- 

butione of Franklin Gil letts  Smith in the liq,ht of aurrent eduaatianal 

idea8 and praak2aea; and (4 )  to pweerre far  posterity ar maord of the 

works m d  t;honghfa of a great Soatham eduaster so that a hietory of 

Southern edwatiun may be mars aamplete. 

1mpor.tmae .-- of fhe etudy, It m a  believed tha* systsmntia and 

pennarrent rsaord of Franklin Gille+rte Smith'~ l i fe  was warraniad baaaum 

ha was a leader in  Southern eduaatfon md h i s  aotivit ias  formed a 

significant part of' the history end devslopmsnt of Southern education, 

uhibh is  an impartanti parti of  the history of sduoaticm in the United  

l ~ u b l i o  nigher Eduoatian in Tsnnesree, A Report to the Eduaa- 
tim ~ u m ~ c o n ~ ~ i t t e e  of  the "enneosee Leqialativw Cornail 
( ~ a s h v i l l e ,  Division of Surrey and p io ld  Berviaes, George Peabady 
College far Teaohera, 19571, p+ 236, 





%me naRes, eta, 

h, M5eoellantdatre material8 

2, Rooks, auab am 

a. Skstahea &ad R ~ o ~ e o t i o n s  of Lgnahburp,. Virginla, 
- ,  I- 

wrlf;t;sn. by Cfis Oldeae Mabi tmt  and publishad 5n 

Riahand, I058 

b. History of Mrurg Camty, by Judge %nner - 
R. Renallna 

1, "The ~ e o t w ~ r *  

2& Photographa of buildinm, Ftlrnishinga, students, and 

3* Sme Armishings, anel apgaratm and e~ l laa t iana  wad fn 

sof enaa 02asaes 

C, Pereaaal Xnfsmiews 

1. Parmnaf, intamfan8 w2th Yisa Carrie E. Smith and l&a, 

F m f e  Louf se navia, ~r;rmddeughtarls of Franklin 

MlletOe Smith 

2. Pafsmal 3.nP;erviews with reaond generation student8 crf 

3, Xnterpims with other pamana a8 needed 
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1. Carrespondanoe with ear ly  inatitn&lanr attended by 

Frwklin Qllvtte 3nit#h 

2, Carmepcmdsnoe with Jareph L. Rhoelor, r en ran, Vemd 

3, Carreapandenoe with the Patent Offioe, U. S. Department 

of Camreeme, Wash3ngton, D. C, 

The organieat im.of  this study f r  ahiefly ohronolagioal. The 

l i f e  of f iankl in CHllatte Srai0h was divided into three main periods, 

Chapter I gives the ataimmenti of the problm, the purpose af 

*the sfndy, m d  the method of rerearoh used. 

Chap-r If i r  oanaenzed w i t h  Franklin Qf l le t te  Smith's family 

baokground, hi8 early l i f e  and eduoattim, him aduea%ianacl pursuite, 

h i s  tsaohing and preaohing in Lynohburg, Virginia, h i s  marriage, ant¶ 

h i s  mom t o  Columbia, Tm.nesnee to beaome reetar of the Columbia 

Female Ins tituta . 
Chapter 111 deals with a, pried of fourteen pars in Franklin 

0211stte Smi-th'e life, during which %fine he served am reotar at the 

Columbia Female Instftute, Columbia, Tannessae. It rerlana some of 

the sduoational theories and phflosaphiss of thia  early eduaator am he 

presented them in an early eduaational journal whioh he edited, A 

dedioation of hla ambitions and s s n i o e s  to the edmation and training 

of young woman led t o  a d e a i s i w  .1;0 withdraw *om %his ins t i tu t ion  and 

I to tihe founding of an eetabliahment of hie ownr 


























































































































































