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English Composition 1010-024

Class meets: MWF 1:25-2:22pm
Instructor: Jessie Holt
Office: Henderson Hall 202
Phone:  English Office 371-3343
E-mail address: jholt@tntech.edu  IM name mizjaylee (aol, msn)                                                                             Office Hours: Monday 2:30-3:30pm, Wednesday & Friday 11:00-12:00pm, or by appointment or online appointment (my online office will be in Chat Room #1 in WebCT).                                                                                                                        Text: The Call to Write 2nd Edition
Writing Center Hours:  HH 304C M 12-2pm, T 12-3pm, W 12-4pm, R 1-4pm 

Course Description:

English 1010 introduces students through a clear and definite sequence of writing assignments to expressive, expository (or referential), and persuasive writing. Emphasis is placed on the latter two categories. Information for expressive writing assignments is based on knowledge gained from personal experience (knowledge from participation); information for expository and persuasive writing assignments is based on knowledge gained from research (knowledge from observation), such as interviews, surveys, observation and printed sources.

*This course meets all of the General Education Requirements in the Communication category; students will be able to demonstrate the ability to:

· Think and read critically.

· Communicate effectively both orally and in writing.

· Communicate with focused and sustained attention to purpose.

· Understand and employ rhetorical concepts and writing processes.

· Make appropriate distinctions among sources, appeals, and evidence.

*Course Departmental Objectives:

· To make students familiar with writing and basic research processes

· To engage students in critical thinking and reading, and problem-solving skills

· To introduce students to collaborative learning

· To help students work within time constraints

· To introduce students to computer technology

Course Management:  

It’s not wise to violate the rules until you know how to observe them. 
— T. S. Eliot                                                                                                                                          Students are expected to follow the policies in the student handbook regarding Academic and Classroom Conduct. 

*Disability Statement:

Students with a disability requiring accommodations should contact the Office of Disability Services (ODS). An Accommodation Request (AR) should be completed as soon as possible, at the latest by the end of the first week of the course. The ODS is located in the Roaden University Center, Room 112, phone 372-6119.

*Plagiarism Statement: 

For the University: When you summarize, paraphrase, or quote someone else’s media, words, or ideas, you must cite your source.  You should be especially careful to avoid plagiarizing Internet sources.  It does not matter whether you borrow material from print sources, from the Internet, from on-line databases, or from interviews.  Failure to cite your source is plagiarism.  Students who plagiarize will receive a failing grade for the assignment and possibly an F for the course.  

In addition for me: If you use sources from the Internet in your papers and/or assignments, you must print out the page/pages that you used and include them when you turn in the assignment.  This is so I can see where you got your information instead of going to a site that is down. This includes online journal articles. Failure to do so will be considered plagiarism, and the assignment will receive a “0”. 

Prerequisites: 

· An open mind: The skill of writing is to create a context in which other people can think. Edwin Schlossberg
· A positive attitude: Ability is what you're capable of doing. Motivation determines what you do. Attitude determines how well you do it. Lou Holtz
· Self-Motivation: Success is not the result of spontaneous combustion. You must set yourself on fire. Reggie Leach
· A willingness to work with others: Education is the ability to listen to almost anything without losing your temper or your self-confidence. Robert Frost
Materials: 

Trimbur, John. The Call to Write Second Edition. New York: Longman, 2002.  

Some sort of data storage device

At least one pocket folder to turn in your assignments

WebCT Access--free

Paper and Writing Utensils (duh)

Instructor Goals:

· To introduce students to various kinds of writing 

· To provide students with opportunities to become familiar with technology that will enhance and vary their modes of communication

· To encourage a sense of community as the students work in teams and groups as they draft and revise their writing 

· To highlight rhetoric’s place in effective communication 

· To introduce student’s to research resources and methods

· To provide comments and feedback on students’ writing that will encourage the writer 

· To promote excitement and utility for every assignment 

Grading Scale:    

30% Daily work (This is where absences will kick your butt)

60% Three Major Projects

10% Lab Grade and Projects: 

=100 % of Course Grade

Attendance: The class meetings involve much discussion and group work.  Because each individual student’s contribution to that work is very important, a successful class depends on each person’s presence.  Students are expected to participate actively in class discussion and activities.  As a composition program policy, a student who misses a total of 2 weeks of class may fail the class (that is 6 class periods for a MWF class).  

If you will notice on the grading system, not only is participation a factor, but daily work is a large contributor to your grade as well. Daily work will be completed and turned in during the same class period. You may make up the missed daily work to keep on schedule, but it will not be graded for credit. 

Late Policy: As previously mentioned, late daily work will not be accepted, since it must be done in class or turned in during class. In some instructor-designated cases, homework may be turned in late for a lesser grade. You may also turn major projects in up to a week late, but you forfeit your revision policy on that project. However, do not expect to be reminded of late due dates.

Revisions: 

The best reason for putting anything down on paper is that one may then change it.
-- Bernard De Voto
Writing is never finished, only abandoned.                                                                          –Tony Baker Inspired By Oscar Wilde

Just because a paper is graded does not mean it is dead. You have the right to revise and rework many assignments during the duration of the semester.  Revision does not mean merely correcting teacher comments.  It is rethinking your topic, structure, and audience. You may turn in revisions with a cover letter explaining why you revisited the assignment for an adjusted grade.  You can revise anything as many times as you want, but make sure each revision has it’s own cover letter. Some assignments may not be revisable due to time, nature of the assignment, or any other reason. I will let you know ahead of time which assignments may or may not be revised. 
Grammar/Style: The elements of grammar and style both help to create a writer’s ethos.  It takes time to learn how to write using correct grammar and an effective style.  I will take this into consideration during the duration of the class.  I expect to see progress over the course of the semester in your basic grammar skills and sentence structure. 

Computer Lab: One day each week, we will meet in the computer lab. In the lab, we will use the technology to research, compose, and communicate. The goal of our usage of computer technology is to examine technology’s impact on communication. We will also use the lab to learn software applications such as Front Page, Word, and WebCT to create new compositions and texts.  Lab day may or may not correspond to the subject matter of regular class meetings. Keep in mind that you ALWAYS have your classmates and me as a technological resource. Do not be scared to ask simple questions or even complex questions. If we don’t know, we’ll find out.  

Daily Work: Daily work includes lab assignments, reading logs, writing journals, homework, daily quizzes, free writes, group work, class discussion, paper revisions, and other assignments designated as daily work. As previously mentioned, late daily work will not be accepted. It must be completed in class and turned in the same day; if you are absent, obviously, you will receive a zero on that assignment.  Sometimes certain assignments may count for multiple daily grades.   

Major Projects: These projects are projects that require more planning and work than a daily grade. This will include essays, research papers, group projects, and other assignments that take more preparation.

Final: You don’t have one!  

NOTE: This syllabus may be modified at any time to meet individual class needs                                     * Denotes information required by the University
