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This study was concerned with the effect of acid type on xylose
production by acid hydrolysis. Red clover hay was treated with dilute
sulfuric acid, hydrochloric acid and acetic acid, and xylose production

was measured at different acid concentrations, solids concentrations and
reaction times.

A spectrophotometric method was used to simultaneously determine
the concentration of xylose and glucose. The results of this investiga-
tion show that hydrochloric acid yielded higher xylose concentrations

than sulfuric acid or acetic acid under the same conditions of concentra-
tion and time.
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